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Aware of the significance of the blessed star and 
drawn by its distinctive light, the magi traveled from 
distant lands to reach Bethlehem.  They are the first 
people outside the immediate area to come and greet 
the newborn king. Today we gather thousands of miles 
from Bethlehem, not to mention over two thousand 
years from the holy event. Yet we too are drawn by 
our faith to this holy place to seek out the Son of God 
and do Him homage. Let us in turn make Christ 
manifest to others wherever we go. 

 
 

Scripture for next Sunday 
Baptism of the Lord 

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
 God’s glory shall be revealed. 
Psalm 104 
 “O bless the Lord, my soul.” 
Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7 
 We are saved through the bath of rebirth. 
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 
 “You are my beloved Son.” 

Next Sunday’s second reading combines two readings from 
Christmas, when we celebrated the birth of God’s Son in 
our world.  In the context of the holy feast of the baptism of 
the Lord, when we hear St. Paul tell Titus that we were 
saved by the bath of rebirth and renewed by the Holy Spirit, 
we realize what a gift we have been given.  Jesus began His 
ministry after receiving the Holy Spirit.  We received the 
Holy Spirit in baptism and confirmation.  May what God 
has so richly poured out on us bear fruit in our lives. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PRAY for VOCATIONS 
“Opening their treasure chests, they offered Him gifts.” 

Are you beginning to see your life as a gift to be given to 
the Lord as a priest?  Call the Vocations office, 804-359-
5661 to speak with Fr. Brian Capuano or email 
vocations@richmonddiocese.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Last week I wrote about the upcoming 
synod and what this means for the rest of us.  
More than anything it is about all of us being 
able to have a conversation about our Church 
and where we all are on our faith journeys.  I 
am glad we are doing this now.  It is something 
that is needed in our world both in and out of 
the Church. 
 
 There has been a decline of dialogue in 
our culture.  This is especially true in the 
political landscape.  People are not able to talk 
about their disagreements.  They simply 
choose to be enemies of people who disagree 
with them and there is no dialogue.  There is 
only hostility.  The more I see this, the more I 
worry.  This is not who we were meant to be. 
 

 This is why I am glad we are taking time 
as a Church to engage in civil discussion.  If we 
are seeing a decline in civil discourse in our 
society, then we as the Church must be setting 
a better example.  We must be the face of 
Christ in our world in everything we do and the 
way we treat one another is one of the most 
important ways we do this. 
 
 I will be discussing this in the coming 
week with the Parish Pastoral Council and we 
will be sharing our plans with the rest of the 
parish soon.  I am looking forward to having 
this conversation with all of you soon. 



 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

PRAYERS REQUESTED 
We ask your prayers for Dan Kelly, the brother of 
former St. Anne parishioner John Kelly.  Notes of 
sympathy can be sent to John & Nancy at 216 Harbor 
Creek Dr., Cary, NC 27511. 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition to the memorials and honorariums 
listed in last Sunday’s bulletin, the following 

donations have been made toward our flowers: 

In Loving Memory of: 
     Virginia “Gin” Tester (wife)  
     Therese Tester Harvey (daughter) 
 Given by Dave Tester 

     Sandretto & Burriss deceased family members 
 Given by Bill & Rose Marie Burriss 

     Della Reece White (daughter) 
     Helen Ackley & Rosetta McCall (dear friends) 
 Given by Willie & Sue White 

     Cetha Blackburn (Jerry’s mother) 
 Given by Jerry & Jean Blackburn 
 

In Honor of: 

     St. Anne’s Staff and all of the parishioners who  
     have been praying during these difficult times 
 Given by Willie & Sue White 

 
A Note of Thanks… 
Many thanks to the four gentleman who assisted me after 
my fall after Mass on December 18th.  I appreciate your 
kindness to me. 
    Tom Cassin 
 
 

Senior High & Junior High Youth Ministry 
• Jan. 2—NO SHYM/NO JHYM 

 Happy New Year! 

• Jan. 9—SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00pm-8:00pm) 

 Christmas Party 

 Confirmation Class (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

• Jan. 16—SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00pm-8:00pm) 

 Why do I have to go to Mass 
 Confirmation Class (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

Diocesan Youth Conference: Feb. 11-13, 2022 
DYC is an annual weekend event for Grade 9-12 youth 
from all parishes in the Richmond Diocese. It is an 
awesome opportunity for teens to gather as a larger Church 
community to celebrate the richness of our Catholic faith. 
Registration is now $195: includes travel, lodging, and 
meals! Registration deadline is January 9! To register, 
contact Laura Cochrane at 276-492-3095 or lauracochrane 
@stannes-bristol.org.  

Holy Hour 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Tuesdays, 9a-10a following the 8:30a Mass 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
• Catechumens, Candidates, and Inquirers meet this 

Wednesday, Jan. 5 in the Great Room, 5:45-715pm. 
• Mystagogy meets next Sunday, January 9, in the 

School Conference Room at 9:45am. 
• New Inquirers are asked to make an appointment with 

Sydney Farnum at 276-669-8200 ext. 32 or email 
sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org. 

 
A New Scripture Study has begun! 
Thursday evenings 6:30pm-7:30pm 

We have heard many times that when we hear the readings 
proclaimed at Mass, it shouldn’t be the first time that week 
we’ve heard them.  We are encouraged to prepare ourselves 
for Mass by reading and praying over the scripture readings 
prior to attending Mass.  Please join us on Thursday 
evenings, 6:30pm-7:30pm, at the St. Vincent de Paul 
Center for one hour of study of the upcoming Sunday 
readings.  No prior preparation is needed.  Bring your bible.  
Everyone is welcome to attend.  If you have any questions 
about this scripture study, please contact Sydney Farnum at 
276-669-8200 ext. 32 or email sydneyfarnum@stannes-
bristol.org. 
 

 

Baptism Preparation Class 

January 8 
 
Baptismal Preparation Class is scheduled  

for Saturday, January 8, 2-4 p.m.  
in the Great Room. 

 
If you have a child under the age of 7 who needs baptism or 
you are expecting the birth of your child soon, please plan 
to attend.  To register, please call Sydney Farnum at 276-
669-8200 ext. 32 or email her at sydneyfarnum@stannes– 
bristol.org no later than Wednesday, January 5. 
 
 

“The Catholic Church:  A History” 
Leo XIII and the Modern World—January 9 

Following Pius IX’s record-setting reign, Leo XIII served 
as pope for the next quarter century. His most famous papal 
bull, Rerum Novarum, argued for the dignity and rights of 
workers and claimed that both capitalism and communism 
are flawed. Pius XII, his successor, was one of the most 
pivotal and controversial popes in modern history. To learn 
more, join our Sunday morning class. We meet in the 
School Library from 9:45-11:00am. You can join the class 
at any time. Weekly lessons are designed to stand alone so 
you will learn without studying the lessons that came prior.  
If you have any questions, please contact Sydney at sydney 
farnum@stannes-bristol.org or 276-669-8200 ext. 32. 
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Lighthouse Catholic Media 
 CD of the Week:   
 “Mary, the Indispensable Mother of God” 
Tim Staples explains the incredible impact that the 
Church’s understanding of Mary has on our spiritual lives, 
and the profound way that Marian doctrines and dogmas 
safeguard what we believe about her Son. Using penetrating 
insights and humor, Time shows how correct knowledge of 
our humble Mother reveals our own identity in Christ, and 
empowers us to say “Yes” to God!  Find this CD and many 
others at the display on the religious education table in the 
commons. A $3.00 donation per CD is appreciated and 
enables us to restock with new titles. 
 
This Week in Adult Faith Formation: 

Sunday, January 2: 

• NO SMARE (Sunday Morning Adult Religious 
Education) today. The History of the Catholic 
Church will resume next Sunday, January 9, 9:45-
11:00am in the School Library. 

Tuesday, January 4: 

• Book Club:  “Jesus, The Apostles, and the Early 
Church” 10:30-11:30am in the St. Vincent de Paul 
Center 

Wednesday, January 5: 

• NO Scripture Study this week.  We will resume on 
January 12 with a study of “The Word of God at 
Vatican II”.  1:00-2:30pm in the St. Vincent de Paul 
Center.  Sign-up in the commons to receive your book. 

• RCIA in the Great Room, 5:45-7:15pm. 
Thursday, January 6: 

• Scripture Study to prepare for the Sunday readings: 
6:30-7:30pm in the St. Vincent de Paul Center. 

 
And… 24 hours every day www.formed.org online 
religious education for all ages: scripture studies, religious 
education programs, CDs, movies, and more. When you 
register, put in St. Anne as your organization and you will 
be covered with our subscription.  Register with your email. 
For more information about any of the above programs, 
please contact Sydney Farnum at 276-669-8200 ext. 32 or  
sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org. 
 
 

GRIEF SUPPORT 
Are you grieving the loss of a loved one? 

If you are interested in joining our Grief Support Group, 
call the parish office at 276-669-8200 ext. 0 or email 
stannes@stannes-bristol.org.   

Prayer 
 O Lord, we thank You for the life You gave to  
  our loved one, and the life everlasting  
  that You grant to our loved one now.  
 Let Your presence in heaven be a blessing 
  to our loved one and let Your dwelling  
  with us now here on earth  
  be a comfort to us as we mourn  
  this loss in our lives.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, January 1  (Vigil of Epiphany) 
  5:30 p.m. †James Steele 
Sunday, January 2 (Epiphany of the Lord) 
  8:30 a.m. Parishioners 
11:30 a.m. †Margaret Smith 
Tuesday, January 4 
  8:30 a.m. †Susan Mellett 
Wednesday, January 5 
  8:30 a.m. †Rose Marie Gokey 
Thursday, January 6 
  6:00 p.m. †Margaret Smith 
Friday, January 7 
  8:30 a.m. †Felix Hernandez 
Saturday, January 8 
  5:30 p.m. †Michael Dorula 
Sunday, January 9 
  8:30 a.m. †Richard & †Bridget Keeney 
11:30 a.m. Parishioners 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Collection Report (Dec. 18/19) 

 Regular/Operating  $7,696 
 Immaculate Conception Holy Day $   133 
 Social Ministry 2nd Collection $3,206 
 Catholic School 2nd Collection $   123 
 Social Ministry/outreach  $   100 

E-Giving (Dec. 16-23) 
 Regular/Operating  $2,578 
 Immaculate Conception Holy Day $     50 
 Christmas Holy Day  $    100 
 Social Ministry 2nd Collection $    475 
 Mission Cooperative 2nd coll. $      50 
 Military Archdiocese 2nd coll. $      50 
 Catholic Charities 2nd coll. $      50 
 Catholic School 2nd collection $      10 
 

SECOND COLLECTIONS: (January) 

•    January  2     Catholic Schools 

•    January 23     Respect Life 
 
 

Diocese of Richmond Fuel & Hunger Fund 
We recently received word that St. Anne’s will receive 
$9,000 from the 2022 Fuel & Hunger Fund.  When received 
we will forward these grant monies to Bristol Faith in 
Action (BFIA) to assist those in need in our local 
community.  Our thanks to Bishop Knestout and the 
Diocese of Richmond! 



 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 
The word “epiphany” comes from the Greek epiphainen, a 
verb that means "to shine upon," "to manifest," or “to make 
known.” Thus, the Feast of the Epiphany celebrates the 
many ways that Christ has made Himself known to the 
world, mainly the three events that manifested the mission 
and divinity of Christ: the visit of the Magi (Mt. 2:1-12), the 
baptism of Jesus (Mk. 1:9-11), and the miracle at Cana in 
Galilee (Jn. 2:1-11).  
 
 

Monthly Papal Intention for January 
To better know “the concrete problems that trouble the 
Universal Church, especially those of the missions”, the 
Holy Father asks that his monthly intention be “the object 
of knowledgeable and responsible prayer on the part of the 
people of God.” 
For the human fraternity.  We pray for all those suffering 
from religious discrimination and persecution; may their 
own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from 
being brothers and sisters in the human family. 
 


