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The opening lines of both the first reading and the Gospel 
are heartwarming and inspiring, but both readings soon turn 
difficult and serious.  Living faithfully to the Gospel can be 
like this.  We may leave here enthused and inspired, only to 
encounter conflict or adversity in our neighborhood, at 
home, at work, or in the world.  Let us pray that the 
Eucharist may strengthen us for our struggles this week. 
 
 

Weekday Readings (Jan. 31-Feb. 29) 

Monday:  (Memorial: St. John Bosco) 
  Philippians 4:4-9; Matthew 18:1-5 

Tuesday:  2 Samuel 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30—19:3; 
     Mark 5:21-43 

Wednesday: (Feast of the Presentation of the Lord) 
  Malachi 3:1-4; Hebrews 2:14-18; 
    Luke 2:22-40 (or) 2:22-32 

Thursday: 1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12; Mark 6:7-13 
        (or) optional Memorial: St. Blase 
  Isaiah 52:7-10;  Mark 1:14-20 

Friday:  Sirach 47:2-11;  Mark 6:14-29 

Saturday:  (Memorial St. Agatha) 
  1 Corinthians 1:26-31; Luke 9:23-26 
 
 

Scripture for next Sunday 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8 
    Here I am, send me! 
Psalm 138 
    “In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord.” 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
    I handed on to you what I received. 
Luke 5:1-11 
    They left everything, even their nets, and followed Jesus. 

Isaiah reveals his calling in the first reading, describing a 
magnificent scene with the Lord surrounded by angels.  
Because he feels unworthy, one of the angels touches his 
lips with an ember, purging his sin.  When Saul and Simon 
are called by the Lord, they too immediately become aware 
of their sinfulness.  Here in the presence of the Lord, we 
realize our own sinfulness and limitations.  Let us also 
realize that the Lord still calls us to be disciples. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 A little over a week ago marked the 
anniversary of Roe v. Wade.  Many travelled from 
around the country to attend the March for Life in 
Washington, DC and there were Masses and prayer 
vigils celebrated around the country.  These events are 
always met with mixed reviews.  There are those who 
support the pro life movement and those who do not. 
 
 In New York a group of pro choice 
demonstrators gathered outside St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
during a respect life prayer vigil.  They screamed 
profanity at the people going into the church and 
projected offensive messages onto the side of the 
building. 
 
 I am bothered by this kind of behavior for 
many reasons.  One reason is this kind of behavior 
will almost never change anyone’s mind about deeply 
held beliefs.  If anything it will only increase their 
resolve and deepen divisions that exist between the 
two sides.  I am always willing to listen to people who 
disagree with me, but it becomes very hard to take 
anyone seriously when they are acting like that. 
 

 This goes well beyond issues in our Church.  
More and more we are becoming an uncivil society.  
More and more people seem to think it is acceptable 
to act in an offensive and belligerent matter when we 
disagree with others.  This is not helpful.  There will 
always be times when we disagree with the views of 
others.  There are even times when our disagreements 
should make us angry.  Even in our anger, there will 
never be appropriate reason to treat people in an 
uncivil and disrespectful way just because we disagree 
with them. 



 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior High Youth Ministry 
&  

Junior High Youth Ministry 

• Jan. 30—SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00pm-8:00pm) 

 Why do I have to go to Mass 
 Confirmation Mini Retreat 
 (BYC 12:45pm-3:45pm)  

• Feb. 6—SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00pm-8:00pm) 

 How to Prepare for the Sunday Readings 

• Feb. 11-13 — SHYM @ DYC 

 Richmond 

• Feb. 13 —  NO SHYM / NO JHYM 
  NO Confirmation Class 

 Returning from DYC 

• Feb. 19 — Confirmation at St. Anne’s at 11 a.m. 
 Be here at 10:15 a.m.! 

• Feb. 6—SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00pm-8:00pm) 

 Pray the Mass Like Never Before 
 
 
AFFC (Adult Faith Formation Committee) meets 
tomorrow, Monday, January 31, 4 p.m. in the Saint 
Vincent de Paul Center. 

 

 

HOLY HOUR 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
                 Tuesdays, 9a-10a  

   
Following the 8:30a Mass 

Enter thru side door to commons 
 

 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

• Catechumens, Candidates, and Inquirers meet 
this Wednesday, February 2, 5:45pm in the Great 
Room 

• Mystagogy meets Sunday, February 6, 9:45am 
in the School Conference Room 

• New Inquirers (those interested in becoming 
Catholic) are asked to make an appointment with 
Sydney Farnum at 276-669-8200 ext. 32 or email 
sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org 

 
Sacred Art Retreat:  

Pottery, Pysansky, and Prayer 
Add something unique to your Lent and come to this one-
night sacred art retreat March 18-19 hosted by the Catholic 
Conference Center in Hickory, NC.  Make your own kiln-
fired prayer bowl with personalized prayer stones.  Learn 
the ancient craft of making pysansky eggs, where the 
tradition is to pray for the person who will receive your 
creation as a gift.  Spend some time in prayer in the 
beautiful indoor and outdoor spaces at the Catholic Center.  
Attendance is limited so register early.  Call 828-327-7441 
or email info@catholicconference.org or visit their website 
at www.catholicconference.org/art-retreat. 

Synod on Synodality 2021-2023 
For a Synodal Church: 

Communion, Participation and Mission 

PARISH LISTENING SESSIONS 

 
As you have heard and/or read, Pope Francis has 
called for a Synod of Bishops to meet in 2023.  The 
Holy Father opened the Synod process in October of 
2021. A “Synod” is a gathering of bishops meant to 
be consultative, to be able to hear from those who are 
participating in the life of the Church… How we as 
disciples are journeying together to reflect on and 
respond to the Holy Spirit’s call to us. 
 
Bishop Knestout has asked all parishes in our diocese 
to have “listening” sessions in order for the faithful 
to come together — to hear from each other, talk 
about our faith, and where we are as a faith 
community.  We will provide input from these 
sessions to the Bishop who then will share this with 
the USCCB (U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops).  
 
We will have three sessions here at St. Anne’s, each 
facilitated by a member of our Parish Pastoral 
Council.  The sessions will be held at the Monsignor 
Hickie Center on: 
 
 Tuesday, Feb. 1 at 10:30 a.m. 

 Wednesday, Feb. 9 at 2 p.m. 

 Thursday, Feb. 17 at 6:30 p.m. 

We encourage you to participate in one of the 
sessions, and please consider inviting someone you 
know who is not currently coming to Mass, or has 
fallen away from the practice of the faith… Reach out 
to them and invite them to come to one of these 
sessions. 
 
For more information about the Synod, go to the  
diocesan at  www.richmonddiocese.org then click on 
the World Synod “Learn More” tab. 
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Saturday, January 29 (Vigil: 4th Sunday/Ordinary t\Time) 
  5:30 p.m. †Carolyn Harpole 

Sunday, January 30  (Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
  8:30 a.m. †Margaret Smith 
11:30 a.m. Parishioners 

Tuesday, February 1 
  8:30 a.m. †Jeanette Heileman 

Wednesday, February 2 
  8:30 a.m. †June Rice 

Thursday, February 3 
  6:00 p.m. †Wayne Bouton 

Friday, February 4 
  8:30 a.m. †Marilyn Mellett 

Saturday, February 5 (Vigil: 5th Sunday/Ordinary t\Time) 
  5:30 p.m. †Jack Mellett 

Sunday, February 6  (Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
  8:30 a.m. Special Intention: Jeff & Pat Johnson/anniversary 
11:30 a.m. Parishioners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E-Giving  (Jan. 14-20) 
 Operating   $3,361 
 Catholic Schools 2nd Collection $     63 
 

Collection (Jan. 15/16) 
 Operating   $6,104.50 
 Catholic Schools 2nd Coll.  $   295 
 Respect Life 2nd Collection $     30 
  

Collection (Jan. 22/23) 
 Operating   $10,170.05 
 Respect Life 2nd Collection $  2,396 
 Social Ministry   $     100 
 Bristol Faith in Action  $     100 
 

2nd Collection next weekend (Feb. 6) is  for  Catholic Schools 
 

Annual Diocesan Appeal — Many thanks to all who 
supported the Bishop’s 2021 Annual Appeal. With your 
generosity, St. Anne’s surpassed the goal (our parish goal 
was $40,640 and our parishioners pledged/gave over 
$65,000. Your generosity to the Diocesan Appeal also helps 
our parish as a percentage of funds are returned to parishes.  
May God bless you for your generosity!  You will soon be 
hearing more about this year’s (2022) Annual Diocesan 
Appeal.  As always, we encourage you to support the 
Bishop’s Appeal. 
 

This Week in Adult Faith Formation: 

Sunday, January 30: 

• SMARE (Sunday Morning Adult Religious 
Education) History of the Catholic Church  

      9:45-11:00am in the School Library 

Tuesday, February 1: 

• Book Club:  “Jesus, The Apostles, and the Early 
Church”, 10:30-11:30am in the St. Vincent de Paul 

      Center 

Wednesday, February 2: 

• Scripture Study: “The Word of God at Vatican II”, 
1:00-2:30pm in the St. Vincent de Paul Center 

• RCIA:  5:45-7:00pm in the Great Room 

Thursday, February 3: 

• Thursday Scripture Study to prepare for the Sunday 
Mass readings, 6:30-7:30pm in the St. Vincent de 

      Paul Center. 

And… 24 hours every day www.formed.org online 
religious education for all ages: scripture studies, religious 
education programs, CDs, movies, and more.  When you 
register, put in St. Anne as your organization and you will 
be covered with our subscription.  Register with your email.  
For more information about any of the above programs, 
please contact Sydney Farnum at 276-669-8200 ext. 32 or  
sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org. 
 
 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE:  
—-St. Mary’s Catholic School, Johnson City, TN is 
seeking a Director of Admissions and Development for 
the 2022-2023 school year.  The Director of Admissions 
and Development is responsible for all organizational 
development activities, seeking, and obtaining funding by 
developing and implementing plans to increase charitable 
giving in order to advance the mission of St. Mary Parish & 
School.  They also oversee admissions for the parish school.  
This position reports to the pastor and has direct 
supervisory responsibilities.  This position will begin on 
June 15, 2022.  Please send resumes and cover letters to 
Becky Frye at becky.frye@stmarysjc.org. 
—St. Mary’s Catholic School in Johnson City is 
accepting applications for an internship for a 2nd grade 
teaching position. This would begin Feb. 7, 2022 and 
finish out the school year. The position could become 
permanent for the next school year (2022-23). The 
classroom teacher supports and upholds the philosophy of 
Catholic education the Mission of the school, acting as a 
witness to Gospel values by modeling the teachings of the 
Catholic Church and facilitating a positive, effective, and 
welcoming learning environment. This includes but is not 
limited to classroom management, lesson planning collegial 
collaboration, evaluating academic and social growth of 
students. Ideal candidates: faithful Catholics with active 
teaching license and proven experience. Mail resume to 
becky.frye@stmarysjc.org. 
For more information about St. Mary’s School, visit https://
school.stmarysjc.org/ or facebook.com/www. stmarysjc.org 



 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Celebrate Catholic Schools Week 2022! 

January 30—February 5 
 

A Prayer for this Week: 
     God of all creation, 
     We know You care for all of us and desire 
      only what is good for us. 
     Please guide those who make policy decisions  
 and laws that affect all of us, 
 that these decisions will work for the good 
 of the most vulnerable in our society. 
     Help us to have the courage to speak out for  
 those who cannot speak for themselves. 
      We pray this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
      

Give your spouse the gift of a special Valentine:   
The Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience teaches a 
technique of loving communication that you can use for the 
rest of your lives.  Sign up today for a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Experience on Feb. 7-28 in Chantilly, VA or on 
March 25-27 in Warrenton, VA.  Early sign-up is 
recommended. For more information, visit the Marriage 
Encounter website at: https://renewmarriage-vasouth.org/. 
 
 

PRAY for VOCATIONS! 
“Before you were born, I consecrated you.” 

Do you think you may be called by the Lord to serve Him 
as a priest? Call the Vocations Office (804-359-5661) and 
speak to Fr. Brian Capuano or  email vocations@ 
richmonddiocese.org 


