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Today and the next two Sundays are a special time for the 
Church and a significant time for catechumens around the 
world, including here in our parish.  This is the period in 
which they celebrate the scrutinies, three occasions in 
which they look deeply and honestly into their hearts and 
thoughts to learn weaknesses and tendencies, so that their 
intentions may be purified and their resolve may be 
strengthened.  It is also an opportunity for each of us to 
examine our own conscience and pray that the Holy Spirit 
strengthen us as well. 
 

Weekday Readings (March 21-26) 

Monday: 2 Kings 5:1-15b;  Luke 4:24-30 

Tuesday: Daniel 3:25, 24-43; Matthew 18:21-35 

Wednesday: Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9; Matthew 5:17-19 

Thursday: Jeremiah 7:23-28; Luke 11:14-23 

Friday:  (Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord) 
  Isaiah 7:10-14, 8:10; Hebrews 10:4-10; 
     Luke 1:26-38 

Saturday: Hosea 6:1-6;  Luke 18:9-14 

 
 

Readings for next Sunday 

4th Sunday of Lent—Laetare Sunday 
(cycle A readings—2nd Scrutiny) 

1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 
     Samuel anointed David to be king. 
Psalm 23 
    “The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.” 
Ephesians 5:8-14 
     Rise from the dead, children of light. 
John 9:1-41 (or) 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 
     I know this much: I was blind, but now I see. 

Our readings next Sunday challenge us to rethink how we 
view others.  Seeing seven of Jesse’s sons, Samuel was 
convinced that one of them was worthy to be the new king.  
But the LORD, looking more deeply, rejected them all, 
choosing the one still out in the fields.  Saint Paul calls us to 
live in the light, where goodness and truth can be seen.  
Jesus heals the man born blind, who comes to see quite 
clearly, while the Pharisees are blinded by their 
expectations and their hypocrisy.  When we listen to next 
Sunday’s scriptures, let us understand more clearly how 
God sees. 

 
PRAYERS REQUESTED 

Your prayers are requested for Cecelia Separ, who died 
recently in Arlington, VA. Notes of sympathy may be sent 
to the family c/o her daughter, Patty Tolley, 5954 Fox 
Ridge Lane, Winston-Salem, NC  27104. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 I have not discussed this yet, but I am sure the 
rumors are out there about the apartment building on 
St. Anne’s property.  Many people are aware, but I 
also know there are a few who do not know that the 
parish owns that building.  It was purchased many 
years ago so the parish would have control of the 
property.  We actually own the entire block now. 
 
 When the building was purchased by the 
parish it was not done so the parish could enter into 
the real estate business.  It was never meant to be a 
money maker for the parish.  In fact, when the 
building was purchased, Msgr. Keeney made a 
promise that the building would be demolished when 
the parish debt was paid off. 
 
 The parish debt was paid off a few months 
after I became the pastor of St. Anne’s.  We began 
discussing then a plan for demolishing the building.  It 
was put on hold while we raised the money and then 
the pandemic put everything on hold even longer.  
Now we are moving forward with our plan.  We have 
already raised the money so everything is in place. 
 
 I have heard that not everyone agrees with 
demolishing this building.  I am trying to fulfill the 
original plan that was formed when the building was 
purchased.  I know that in the long run this will be a 
good thing for St. Anne’s.  In the short term, there will 
immediately be more parking for the parish and the 
Monsignor Hickie Center (bingo hall).  Eventually, we 
will be using that land for the parish.  There are many 
possibilities.  It will be more outdoor space that can be 
used for parish activities and that is always a good 
thing.  I am looking forward to bringing more 
activities to the parish as we move beyond the 
pandemic and I am excited that we will have more 
space to offer the members of this parish. 



 
Third Sunday of Lent 

The Scrutinies 
This weekend at the 5:30 Mass we celebrated the “First 
Scrutiny” for those in our catechumenal process who are 
preparing for initiation at the Easter Vigil.  The following 
week, at the 8:30 Mass, we will celebrate the “Second 
Scrutiny”, and on April 3 at the 11:30 Mass, the “Third 
Scrutiny”.  We urge you to prepare for the celebration of 
the scrutinies in a personal way by discerning what it is in 
your own life that needs to be freed from sin’s bondage.  
Join in spirit with all in our community who turn to Jesus 
for freedom from sin and protection from all evil. 
 
 
 

 
 

Senior High Youth Ministry (SHYM) & 
Junior High Youth Ministry (JHYM) 

• Mar. 20—SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00-8:00 p.m.) 

 Pray the Mass Like Never Before 

• Mar. 27—Fun Night! 

 Quantum Leap 

• April 3—SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00-8:00 p.m.) 

 Clean Slate 

• April 10 — SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00-8:00 p.m.) 

 Holy Week 
 
 
Please note:  The parish office will be closed this Monday, 
March 21, however the deadline for items for the bulletin is 
still Monday—please leave on voicemail 276-669-8200 x0 
or email stannes@stannes-bristol.org. 
 
 

HOLY HOUR 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Tuesdays, 9a to 10 a 
Immediately following the 8:30a weekday Mass. 

Join us in prayer with our Lord this Lent. 
 
 

Tuesday Book Club 
“Death the Final Surrender” 

by Fr. Cedric Pisegna, C.P. 
begins March 22 

Book Club meets at the St. Vincent de Paul Center 
10:30am-11:30am 

 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  
(RCIA) 

 Catechumens, Candidates, and Inquirers meet this 
Wednesday, March 23, 5:45 p.m. in the Great Room. 

 New Inquirers (those interested in becoming 
Catholic) and adults needing Confirmation are asked to 
contact Sydney Farnum at 276-669-8200 ext. 32 or 
email sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org. 

 
 
 
 

40 Days for Life   
(thru April 10) 

Join with area Christians from various denominations in 
prayer at a peaceful vigil on the public areas around the 
Bristol Regional Women’s Center (2901 W. State, Bristol, 
Tennessee) Together we can end abortion in the Tri-Cities. 
For more information please contact Angie Bush at 
40daysbristoltn@ gmail.com. 
 
 

Saint Anne’s Grief Support Group  
If you are grieving the loss of a loved one and are interested 
in joining our Grief Support Group, please contact the 
parish office at 276-669-8200 ext. 0 or email stannes-
@stannes-bristol.org. 
 
 

Looking for a little extra opportunity  
to study the Sunday readings during LENT?   

Then join our Thursday evening study group.  We meet 
6:30pm-7:30pm for a study of and prayer over the readings 
that we will hear proclaimed at the next Sunday Mass.  It’s 
a great opportunity to learn a little more each week and 
participants have experienced a better understanding of the 
scriptures when they hear them again at the weekend Mass.  
We meet at the St. Vincent de Paul Center.  No need to 
sign up—come join us any time.  All are welcome. 
 
 
Lenten materials available: Stop by the religious 
education table in the commons during Lent to pick up free 
materials or to pick up a CD pertaining to Lent from our 
Lighthouse CD display.  Check back often as new materials 
are placed on the table. 
 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Make a commitment this Lent to take time for your 
marriage — the Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience 
helps married couples to communicate in all areas of their 
relationship.  Get your marriage on the right path by 
attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend on 
May 6-8 in HICKORY, NC or June 24-26 in Bluffton, SC. 
Early sign-up is recommended.  For more information, visit 
https://renewmarriage-vasouth.org/. 
 

 
Easter Flowers   

If you would like to make a donation 
toward our Easter flowers in memory of a 
deceased loved one, or in honor of 
someone still living, please notify the 
parish office NLT 4p on Friday, April 8. 
These will be listed in our Easter bulletin. 
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Saturday, March 19 (Vigil: 3rd Sunday of Lent) 
  5:30 p.m. †Francis Oliver 
Sunday, March 20 (Third Sunday of Lent) 
  8:30 a.m. Parishioners 
11:30 a.m. †Dick & †Mary Lou Sulier 
Tuesday, March 22 
  8:30 a.m. †Ernest & †Fay Buckles 
Wednesday, March 23 
  8:30 a.m. †Barry Brady 
Thursday, March 24 
  6:00 p.m. †Sue Pingo 
Friday, March 25 
  8:30 a.m. †Lorraine Smith 
Saturday, March 26 (Vigil: 4th Sunday of Lent) 
  5:30 p.m. †Vivian Meyer 
Sunday, March 27 (Fourth Sunday of Lent) 
  8:30 a.m. †Neal Jewell 
11:30 a.m. Parishioners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
E-Giving (March 5-10) 

 Regular/Operating  $ 2,992 
 Ash Wednesday    $      70 
 Bldg/Maintenance Reserve  $      10 
 Catholic School 2nd coll.  $    448 
 Bristol Faith in Action/BFIA $      50 

Collection (March 12/13) 
 Regular/Operating  $ 7,904 
 Ash Wednesday   $      52 
 Catholic School 2nd coll.  $    474 
 Bristol Faith in Action/BFIA $ 1,103 
 
Second Collection next weekend (March 27) is the Catholic 
Relief Services Collection. Funds provide food to the hungry, 
support displaced refugees, and bring Christ’s love and mercy to 
vulnerable people here and abroad. Please give generously and 
reveal Christ’s Love to those most in need. Learn more about this 
collection at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 
 
 

PRAY for VOCATIONS 
Are you called to bring the Light of Christ to the world 
through a vocation to the priesthood or religious life?  Call 
the Vocations Office at 804-359-5661 and speak with 
Father Brian Capuano or email vocations@richmond 
diocese.org. 
 

THIS WEEK in ADULT FAITH FORMATION: 

Sunday, March 20: 

• SMARE (Sunday Morning Adult Religious 
Education) “Selection Sunday”, 9:45am-11:00am in 
the School Library 

Tuesday, March 22: 

• Book Club:  “Death the Final Surrender” 10:30-
11:30am, St. Vincent de Paul Center 

Wednesday, March 23: 

• Scripture Study:  “The Gospel According to John”, 
1:00pm-2:30pm in the St. Vincent de Paul Center 

• RCIA in the Great Room, 5:45pm-7:15pm 
Thursday, March 24: 

• Thursday Scripture Study to prepare for the Sunday  
       Mass readings. 6:30-7:30pm, St. Vincent de Paul Ctr. 

And… 24 hours every day www.formed.org online 
religious education for all ages: scripture studies, religious 
education programs, CDs, movies, and more.  When you 
register, put in St. Anne as your organization and you will 
be covered with our subscription.  Register with your email.  
For more information about any of the above programs, 
please contact Sydney Farnum at 276-669-8200 ext. 32 or  
sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org. 
 
Have you had problems emailing the parish office in the 
past few weeks?  Some folks have said that their emails had 
been bounced back (Delivery Status Notification/failure)— 
if this happens to you, try to re-send to see if it goes through 
but also please notify the parish office. For some reason 
some senders’ mail service has been listed on SORBS 
(Spam open relay blocking system) for sending spam. You 
might ask your service provider why they’ve been flagged 
as such and ask that they get you off the blocking service.    
 

SCRIP will be available to be purchased after MASS  
the weekend of April 2/3. Plan to purchase SCRIP  

to use for your Easter food and gifts! 
 
 
 



 
Third Sunday of Lent 

STATIONS of the CROSS 
Fridays at 6 p.m. 

(March 25 & April 1 in the Commons) 

 
St. Anne’s School students will present 
Living Stations on April 8 at 6 p.m.  

in the church. 

(Reminder: Fridays of Lent are days of  
abstinence from meat for Catholics) 

 
SPANISH MASS: We will begin celebrating a Sunday 
Mass in Spanish again — beginning April 3.  The Mass in  
Spanish will be at 1 p.m. 
 
 

Mark your calendars and plan 
to come LEND A HAND for our 

Grounds Clean-Up Day on April 2 
(rain date will be April 9) 

PRAY for PEACE in UKRAINE 

O God, our Father, 
we beseech You  

to comfort the suffering, 
heal the wounded,  

and accept the souls of the  
faithful departed into Your  

heavenly kingdom. 
Amen. 


