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I decided to write a little more about relativism,
mostly because this cannot be discussed enough. We
must always be a community seeking the truth. We
may not always know the truth about a particular issue,
but that does not change the fact that there is an absolute
truth.

Today, on the final day of the Octave of Easter, the 8-day
celebration of Jesus’ resurrection, we give praise and
thanks for God’s mercy. Scripture is replete with examples
of divine mercy, foremost among them Christ’s sacrifice on
the cross. Let us recall the times in our lives when we have
felt God’s tender mercy.
Readings for this Week (April 29-May 4)
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Acts 4;23-31;
John 3:1-8
Acts 4:32-37;
John 3:7b-15
Gn. 1:26—2:3 (or) Col. 3:14-15, 17, 23-24;
Matthew 13:54-58
1 John 5:1-5;
Matthew 10:22-25
1 Cor. 15:1-8;
John 14:6-14
Acts 6:1-7;
John 6:16-21

Scripture for next Sunday (3rd Sunday of Easter)
Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41
The apostles openly give witness to the power of Jesus’ name.

Revelation 5:11-14
John declares the glory of Jesus, the Lamb of God.

John 21:1-19 (or) 21:1-14
The risen Christ welcomes His own at the seashore.

PRAYERS REQUESTED
We ask your prayers for Gary Rose, the father of Wayne
Rose, who died recently. Notes may be sent to Wayne &
Silvie at 15555 Woodstone Circle, Bristol, VA 24202.
Your prayers are asked for Ethel Plishka, the sister of
Andy Cyzick, who died last weekend in West Virginia.
Notes of sympathy may be sent to Andy at 255 Riverview
Drive, Bluff City, TN 37618.
We ask your prayers for parishioner Gloria Sherrill who
died recently. Notes may be sent to the family c/o 938
Barker St., Bristol, TN 37620.

I have heard people say that perception is reality. I
have also heard that reality is often irrelevant when
what really matters is perception. I used to hold similar
beliefs, and I understand where these ideas originate,
but I still find them both troubling. While it is possible
that what I perceive is in fact real and true, it is also
possible that my perception of a particular issue is
completely false.
I will say this another way. While it is possible for
perception and reality to be the same thing, they can
also be very different. Even when they are the same,
perception will never have any control over reality.
René Descartes attempted to convince people that
perception determines reality. This is not true. If
something is true, it is true because it is true, not
because I believe it is true.
I will give a final example that shows how this
promotes relativism. Three people can be involved in
an event and have different perceptions about what
actually happened. If three people have three different
perceptions of what happened, which one of them is
correct? It is most likely that the truth is somewhere in
the middle of the three perceptions. It is also likely that
each of the three people hold some portion of the truth
in what they perceive. In any case, there are two things
of which we can be certain. First, if three people have
three different perceptions of what happened, they
cannot all be correct. Second, there is an absolute truth
about what happened that is not controlled by anyone's
perception. We should always be seeking to learn that
absolute truth.

If you forgot to bring back your Rice Bowl today, please
bring it next weekend so we can get the money turned in to
Catholic Relief Services as soon as possible. Thank you for
your generous donations.

2nd Sunday of Easter — Divine Mercy Sunday

Senior High Youth Ministry (Grades 9-12)
Upcoming Schedule:
 Apr. 28—Youth Group (BYC 6:00-8:00pm)
▪ Divine Mercy Prayer Svc. / Catholic Jeopardy
▪ Meet in the Church at 5:45 p.m.
 May 5—Youth Group (BYC 6:00-8:00pm)
▪ Abortion Alternatives Speaker
▪ Cinco de Mayo Party!
 May 12—NO SHYM
▪ Mother’s Day
 May 19—Youth Group (BYC 6:00-8:00pm)
▪ The Mystery Revealed
CDA MEETING
Monday, April 29
Members of the Catholic Daughters of
the Americas, Our Lady of the Rosary
local court #2624, are reminded of their
meeting this Monday, April 29 at the
Columbian Center. Social time is at 5:30pm and the
meeting will begin at 6pm. At the beginning of this meeting
awards will be given to the Education Contest winners.
Congratulations to all the winners!! Please come and join
us. Any Catholic lady wishing to join CDA, please call our
Regent, Carol Reynolds, 276-494-6883. The CDA theme is
“For Him, we live and move and have our being.” Acts 17:2

BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN
The Baby Bottle Campaign, sponsored by the CDA, begins
in May. 100% of collections benefit Abortion Alternatives
and Crisis Pregnancy Center (AA&CPC) which provides
ultrasounds and assistance to women in the Bristol TN/VA
area who choose the gift of life. Next weekend (May 4/5) a
large Baby Bottle will be available in the Commons for
your donations. Smaller Baby Bottles for individual
contributions are available from members of the Catholic
Daughters, Knight of Columbus, and Respect Life
Committee. If you give a check, please make it payable to
“CDA”. Thank you for your support and respect for life!

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Tuesdays 9:15am-4:30pm
Please join us this Tuesday, April 30, 9:15am-4:30pm.
Stop by for prayer during the day and for Benediction at
4:30pm in the Chapel.

Thank You to the Knights of Columbus!
The Knights of Columbus has provided us with a kiosk of
free faith formation booklets. Please stop by the foyer (by
the front doors of the church) and select something for
yourself and one for a friend. A few of the titles are: Lord,
Teach Us to Pray, the Family in the Modern World, St.
Benedict for Busy Parents, the Gift of Fatherhood and nine
more topics. Check the kiosk often for new titles.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults—RCIA


Catechumens & Candidates will meet Wed., May 1,
in the Great Room, 6:30pm-8:30pm.
 Inquirers will meet in the office conference room. Stop
by the Great Room for opening prayer at 6:30pm.
 Children’s RCIA will gather in the Great Room at
6:30pm before going to class.
For more information about our RCIA, please contact
Sydney Farnum at sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org or
call 276-669-8200 ext. 32.
FINANCE COUNCIL members are reminded of their
meeting Thursday morning, May 2, at 7 a.m.

Baptism Preparation Class
Saturday, May 4
Our next Baptismal Preparation Class is
scheduled for next Saturday, May 4, from
2pm-4pm in the Great Room. If you have a child under
the age of 7 who needs baptism or you are expecting the
birth of your child soon, please plan to attend. The nursery
will be provided for siblings, if needed. To register, please
call Sydney Farnum at 276-669-8200 ext. 32 or email
sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org no later than this
Wednesday, May 1.

Save the dates for Vacation Bible School:
June 17-21 — 6:30pm-8pm
Grades K-5th
Jr. High Students can be volunteers at VBS. If you are
working on getting Community Scholar hours this will go
towards that.

Vacation Bible School 2019
At Roar! VBS, your children will learn that when life is
unfair, scary, changes, sad — God is GOOD. When life is
Good, GOD IS GOOD! Please mark your calendars and
watch for registration materials so your children do not miss
this wonderful opportunity.
Planning to be married in the Catholic Church?
Engaged couples need to contact the Pastor at least six
months prior to your planned wedding date. Marriage
Preparation includes several meetings with the Pastor, an
online personality profile, and attendance at the Diocesan
“Unveiled” marriage preparation day. Normally “Unveiled”
is offered here twice during the year. The next session will
be here on Saturday, May 18th (this is an all-day session). If
you are planning a wedding in the coming year, please
register at the diocesan site by going to:
https://www.regonline.com/registration/Checkin.aspx?
EventID=2524292
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This Week in Adult Faith Formation:

Saturday, April 27 (Vigil: 2nd Sunday of Easter/Divine Mercy)
5:30 p.m.
†John Paloian
Sunday, April 28 (2nd Sunday of Easter/Divine Mercy)
8:30 a.m.
†George Washington Long
11:30 a.m.
†Hedwig Meussen
2:00 p.m.
Parishioners
(Spanish Mass)
Tuesday, April 30
8:30 a.m.
†Annette “Nettie” Mellett
Wednesday, May 1
8:30 a.m.
†Kevin Corbett
Thursday, May 2
6:00 p.m.
†Francis J. Finan, Jr.
Friday, May 3
8:30 a.m.
†Patricia Wilson
Saturday, May 4 (Vigil: 3rd Sunday of Easter)
5:30 p.m.
†John Paloian
Sunday, May 5 (Third Sunday of Easter)
8:30 a.m.
†Wes Fayler
11:30 a.m.
†Patricia Wilson
2:00 p.m.
Parishioners
(Spanish Mass)

Sunday, April 28:
 Sunday Morning Adult Religious Education Class
(SMARE) - “The Mass—Responding to God”
9:45am-11:00am in the School Library. All are
invited.
Monday, April 29:
 Monday Adult Faith Formation 1;00pm-2:30pm in
the St. Vincent de Paul Center— “The Mass—A
Privileged Encounter and Called Out of the World”.
All are welcome to join us!
Tuesday, April 30:
 Book Club: 10:30-11:30 at the St. Vincent de Paul
Center. New Book: “Into His Likeness—Be
transformed as a Disciple of Christ” by Edward Sri
 Tuesday Evening Scripture Study: New study— “A
Biblical Explanation of the Mass” by Dr. Brant Pitre.
6:30pm-8:00pm, at the St. Vincent de Paul Center.
Wednesday, May 1:
 Little Rock Scripture Study, 1:00pm-2:30pm in the
St. Vincent de Paul Center. The Book of Exodus
 RCIA: 630pm in the Great Room.
For more information about any of the above programs,
email sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org or call 276-6698200 ext. 32.
Prayer Group meeting this week: Wed., May 1, 2:45pm3:45pm in the St. Vincent de Paul Center.

All are invited to attend. No preparation.
The Collection Report for last weekend was not available for this
bulletin (due to the Easter Monday holiday) and will be included
in next Sunday’s bulletin. Thank you for your understanding!
SECOND COLLECTIONS:
 April 27/28 (Catholic Virginia) Your donations help to
defray part of the cost to our parish for parishioner’s
subscriptions to the diocesan newspaper. If you are a
registered St. Anne parishioner and do not receive the
Catholic Virginia, please notify the parish office so we can
set up your subscription.
 May 4/5 (St. Anne’s School)
 May 11/12 (Diocesan Home Missions)

2019 Annual Diocesan Appeal
Building Our Family of Faith
Many thanks to all who have pledged and made payments
to this year’s Appeal. If you have not had the opportunity to
contribute, we encourage you to do so. This Appeal
supports causes such as the Fuel & Hunger Fund (Bristol
Faith In Action has benefitted for many years from the Fuel
& Hunger Grant from the Diocese), Seminarian education,
Lay Ecclesial Ministry Institute, and Youth & Young Adult
Ministries. For more information, go to www.richmond
catholicfoundation.org/giving/annual-appeal/.

HOLY WATER: There are holy water bottles available by
request in the church office. There is no specific prayer to
pray when using holy water, other than the Sign of the
Cross, “In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit.” Other prayers can also be offered, such as “By this
holy water and by Your Precious Blood, wash away all my
sins, O Lord.”. You can also pray an Our Father or the
Saint Michael the Archangel prayer when using holy water.
Stop by the office if you would like to get a holy water
bottle so you can have holy water in your home. The holy
water in the fonts in the church has already been blessed by
the prayers of the priest. Remember: holy water from the
church font is absolutely NOT for drinking.
Monthly Papal Intention: To better know “the concrete
problems that trouble the Universal Church, especially
those of the missions,” the Holy Father asks that his
monthly intention by “the object of knowledgeable and
responsible prayer on the part of the people of God.”
Pope’s Intention for May:
The Church in Africa, a Seed of Unity
That the Church in Africa, through the commitment of its
members, may be the seed of unity among her peoples and
a sign of hope for this continent.

2nd Sunday of Easter — Divine Mercy Sunday

CHURCH DIRECTORY!!
This is our last weekend (April 27/28) to sign up to have
your photo taken for the new parish directory. If you
haven’t yet signed up, do so in the commons THIS weekend
(or call the office Tuesday or Wednesday morning this
week). Photos will be taken in May. Each participating
family will receive an 8x10 portrait and a Parish Directory.

Divine Mercy Prayer Service
TONIGHT — Sunday, April 28
6 p.m. in the church
Please join us!
Abortion Alternatives & Crisis Pregnancy Center
Presentation by Joe Kerns
Please join us next Sunday evening, May 5, as we
welcome Joe Kerns from Abortion Alternatives, as a guest
speaker in the Great Room at 6:30pm. Joe will inform us
on the many services provided by his organization and
especially their current project of placing an ultrasound
machine in a location near the Women’s Health Center so
that young women going in for an abortion can receive a
free ultrasound and see their baby before having an
abortion. Plan to join us and bring your family and friends!

In addition to the
Memorials and Honorariums
listed in our Easter bulletin,
the following were also
received —

In Loving Memory of:
Deceased members of the Sullivan and Tilley families
Given by Maureen & Jim Tilley
Veronica Taylor
Given by her daughter JoAnn Van-Shepard
Bernadine Pearce, Tim Pearce, & Susan Pearce Hayes
Given by Betsy Pearce
Deceased members of the Sandretto and Burriss families
Given by Rose Marie & Bill Burriss
Tonette Davidson
Given by her daughters, Aleta and Victoria Smith

Looking ahead just a bit…




“1st Tuesday” Adoration, 9a-9p, May 7
Pastoral Council Meeting, Thurs., May 9, 7p
First Communion weekend—May 12 (Mother’s Day)

