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Today we hear Joshua ask the tribes of Israel which god 
they will serve.  They had other options, for their neighbors 
worshiped other gods.  We have other options as well.  We 
could choose to serve wealth or status or power or pleasure, 
allowing something else to lead us and drive us in another 
direction.  But we come here today, along with our families, 
our friends, our neighbors, as a sign of our commitment to 
serve the Lord. Let us recommit ourselves to serve God, to 
follow Christ on our journey through this life to the life 
promised to us in baptism. 
 

Readings for this Week (August 23-28) 
Monday: 1 Thess. 1:1-5, 8b-10; Matthew 23:13-22 
       (or) readings for optional memorial 
Tuesday: (Feast of St. Bartholomew) 
  Revelation 21:9b-14; John 1:45-51 
Wednesday: 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:27-32 
      (or) readings for optional memorial(s) 
Thursday: 1 Thessalonians 3:7-13; Matthew 24:42-51 
Friday:  (Memorial—St. Monica) 
  Sirach 26:1-4, 13-16; Luke 7:11-17 
Saturday: (Memorial—St. Augustine) 
  1 John 4:7-16  Matthew 23:8-12 
 
Scripture for next Sunday (22nd Sunday/Ordinary Time) 
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8 
 You shall not add to what I command you... 
 keep the commandments of the Lord. 
Psalm 15 
 “The one who does justice will live in the presence 
   of the Lord.” 
James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27 
 Be doers of the word. 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 You disregard God’s commandments but cling to  
 human tradition. 

Do we take God’s word to heart and act upon it?  Moses—
about to reveal the commandments—calls on the people to 
observe God’s word carefully and faithfully.  In his letter, 
James asks us to welcome God’s word and put it into 
action.  In the Gospel, Jesus warns the scribes and Pharisees 
that they confuse human tradition with God’s commands.  
When we listen to God’s word next Sunday, let us consider 
how it guides our actions. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 I was planning to write this week about 
Catholic schools.  This is something I usually write 
at least once a year because it is something that is 
important to me.  Catholic schools have made a great 
difference in my life.  As a child I was not very 
happy when my parents told me I would be going to 
a Catholic school, but now I cannot imagine what my 
life would be like if I had not had that experience. 
 
 Recently we learned that the state health 
department was issuing a mask mandate for all 
schools in Virginia both public and private.  The 
diocese has instructed us to comply with this order.  I 
know there are people who are not happy about this.  
I had every intention of allowing the parents to 
decide if their children should wear masks and now 
that is not an option. 
 
 I would like to say a few things about this.  
Yes, I did want to let the parents decide, but I still 
think this is a good idea.  Last year St. Anne’s was 
open all year with in-person classes Monday through 
Friday.  No public school in our area was able to do 
that.  This year we are going to do even more.  We 
are planning to have students move to different 
classrooms which they were not able to do the 
previous year.  We also want them to eat in the 
cafeteria.  We are going to do everything we can to 
make this year as normal as possible despite wearing 
masks. 
 
 After I finished high school, I drifted away 
from the Church and stopped practicing my faith.  
Eventually I had a conversion experience and 
realized that I needed the Church in my life.  I am 
not sure I would be where I am now if not for the 
faith foundation I received in Catholic schools.  I 
intend to write more about this soon.  The events of 
recent weeks forced me to modify what I intended to 
write this week.  There is much more I want to say 
about my own experience in Catholic schools. 



 
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers at our altar this weekend are placed  
in celebration of the 57th wedding anniversaries of 

Bill & Rose Marie Burriss 
and 

Jim & Maureen Tilley 
and also in celebration of Rose Marie’s birthday. 

Given by Bill & Rose Marie Burriss 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Anne’s School resumes Monday, August 23!! 

Welcome Back Students!! 
As this school year begins, just a reminder that the 
Governor and Bishop have issued that EVERYONE in the 
school building during school or during the after-school 
program are REQUIRED to wear face coverings. 

 
 

HOLY HOUR:  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Tuesdays from 9a-10a in the Chapel 
(following the 8:30a Mass) 

 
SCHOOL MASSES:  School children will be attending 
the Wednesday 8:30 a.m. Mass, which will be celebrated in 
the main sanctuary, beginning this Wednesday, Aug. 25.  
Due to the Governor’s and Bishop’s mask mandate for 
schools, everyone attending the Wednesday 8:30 a.m. 
Masses will be required to wear a face covering.  Thanks 
for your understanding and cooperation. 
 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

• Catechumens, Candidates, and Inquirers meet 
this Wednesday, Aug. 25, 5:45pm in the Great Room. 

• New Inquirers are asked to make an appointment 
with Sydney Farnum at 276-669-8200 ext. 32 or email 
sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org. 

 
 

ATTENTION—YOUNG ADULTS!! 

Theology on Tap — TUESDAY, August 24th 

“Theology on Tap” for Young Adults will meet this 
Tuesday, August 24th (4th Tuesday of the month) at 
6:30 p.m. at State Line Bar & Grill, downtown 
Bristol.  So the next gathering will be July 27.   
For more information about Theology on Tap, talk to 
Fr. Chris or email Hunter Perrin at perrinhm@ 
gmail.com. 

GRIEF SUPPORT 
Are you grieving the loss of a loved one? 

Anyone interested in joining our Grief Support Group is 
asked to contact the parish office at 276-669-8200 ext. 0 or 
email stannes@stannes-bristol.org.  The Support Group, 
which meets here at St. Anne’s, is facilitated by Doug & 
Mary Pat Ernst and will be meeting again soon.  Please 
contact the office if you would like to join the group.  

Prayer 
 O Lord, we thank You for the life You gave to  
  our loved one, and the life everlasting  
  that You grant to our loved one now.  
 Let Your presence in heaven be a blessing 
  to our loved one and let Your dwelling  
  with us now here on earth  
  be a comfort to us as we mourn this loss I 
  n our lives.  Amen. 

 
 

“The Catholic Church:  A History” 
The Papacy—Innocent III to Boniface VIII 

August 29 
Innocent III was perhaps the most politically driven pope in 
history, and he also called one of the most important reform 
councils of the Middle Ages, the Fourth Lateran Council.  
However, by the end of the 13th century, a clash between 
Pope Boniface VIII and King Philip IV of France struck a 
grave blow to papal authority in Latin Christendom.  The 
story of the 13th century is thus the key to understanding 
the story of the papacy  To learn more, join our Sunday 
morning class.  We meet in the Great Room from 9:45am-
11:00am.  You can join the class at any time. Weekly 
lessons are designed to stand alone so that you will learn 
without studying the lessons that came prior.  If you have 
questions, please call Sydney at 276-669-8200 or email 
sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Senior High Youth Ministry (Grades 9-12) 
Junior High Youth Ministry (Grades 7 & 8) 

• Aug. 22 — SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

 Why Am I Here? 
• Aug. 29 — Fun Night! 

 The Escape Room (downtown Bristol) 

• Sept. 5 — NO SHYM / NO JHYM 
 Labor Day Weekend 

• Sept. 12 — SHYM & JHYM  (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

 Church Tour 

If you have any questions or need information  
on our Youth Ministry program,  

please contact Laura Cochrane  
276-492-3095 / lauracochrane@stannes-bristol.org 
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Saturday, Aug. 21  (Vigil of 21st Sunday/Ordinary Time) 
  5:30 p.m. †Tonette Davidson 
Sunday, August 22  (21st Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
  8:30 a.m. †Herbert Dittmar 
11:30 a.m. Parishioners 
Tuesday, August 24 
  8:30 a.m. †Richard A. Keeney 
Wednesday, August 25 
  8:30 a.m. †Helen Lively 
Thursday, August 26 
  6:00 p.m. †Regina C. Finan 
Friday, August 27 
  8:30 a.m. †Dave Snyder 
Saturday, Aug. 28  (Vigil of 22nd  Sunday/Ordinary Time) 
  5:30 p.m. †Hedwig Meussen 
Sunday, August 29  (22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
  8:30 a.m. †Rebecca Jo Miles 
11:30 a.m. Parishioners 
 
 
 
 
 

Collection Report (August 14/15) 
 Regular/Operating  $8,335 
 Assumption Holy Day  $3,008 
 2nd Collection/Catholic Schools $     50 

E-Giving (August 4-10) 
 Regular/Operating  $3,057 
 Assumption Holy Day  $     78 
 Bldg./Maintenance Reserve $     10 
 2nd Collection/Catholic Schools $   290 

Upcoming Second Collections: 
  Catholic Schools— Sept. 4/5 
  Retired Religious—Sept. 25/26 
 

Tuesday Evening Scripture Study  
to Resume September 21 

First and Second Corinthians 
Join our group as we study Paul’s instructions to the 
community concerning true wisdom; the sin of idolatry; the 
Lord’s Supper; the role of God’s ministers; the supreme 
importance of love; gifts of the Spirit; and the nature of the 
resurrection. Stop by the Religious Education table in the 
commons to sign up for this study group.  Cost: study set 
for 1st Corinthians is $15.95 and additional study guide for 
2nd Corinthians is $8.00. Total for both is $23.95. 
 

FREE FIREWOOD: Firewood free for the taking. Some is 
cut to length and some will need a chainsaw/splitter.  Please 
contact Jeff Ginther ASAP as he needs to dispense of the 
wood which he has accumulated over several years. Leave 
msg. at 276-494-9363 or email jpginthermd@gmail.com. 
 
 

St. Anne School’s PICKLEBALL Tournament/Fundraiser,  
August 28!!  TO REGISTER go to: 

   https://www.stanneschoolbristol.org/pickle-ball-tournament 
 

This Week in Adult Faith Formation: 

Sunday, August 22: 

• SMARE: History of the Catholic Church—Crusade, 
Heresy, Inquisition  9:45-1:00am in the Great Room. 

Tuesday, August 24: 

• Book Club:  “The Truth about Saint Joseph”  10:30-
11:30am in the St. Vincent de Paul Center. 

Wednesday, August 25: 

• Scripture Study:  “James, Peter and Jude”, 1:00-
2:30pm in the St. Vincent de Paul Center 

• RCIA:  5:45-7:15pm 

And..  24 hours every day www.formed.org online religious 
education for all ages: scripture studies, religious education 
programs, CDs, movies, and more.  When you register, put 
in St. Anne as your organization and you will be covered 
with our subscription.  Register with your email.  For more 
information about any of the above programs, email sydney 
farnum@stannes-bristol.org or call 276-669-8200 ext. 32. 

 
 

LECTOR TRAINING 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 26 at 6:30 P.M. 

(after the 6 p.m. weekday Mass) 
For Current, Returning, & New Lectors 

Lectors proclaim the Word of God at Mass. If you would 
like to be part of this liturgical ministry, please plan to 
attend this Thursday, August 26th at 6:30 p.m.  (If you 
are unable to come, but wish to Lector, please contact Chris 
Neal at the parish office).  Lectors are to be Catholics in 
good standing with the Church. Catholic teens who are 
Confirmed (or are currently  in Confirmation Preparation) 
may train to serve as Lectors. 

 
 

Parish Family Night resumes September 1 
Why do we do that? 

A special Parish Family Night presentation is planned to 
answer all of your questions about things you don’t 
completely understand about our practices or beliefs. Stop 
by the religious education table in the commons to put all of 
your questions into the question box to let Fr. Chris know 
what you want to know or understand better. 
  5:30-6:15pm Dinner (spaghetti dinner provided by 
    the Knights of Columbus) 

  6:30-6:45pm Evening Prayer in the church 

  7:00-8:00pm Presentation by Fr. Chris 

Please sign up for dinner at the table in the commons.  
You do not need to sign-up IF you are not coming for 
dinner.  All are welcome to come to the presentation 
without signing up for dinner.   
Activities will be provided for the teens (grades 7-12) and 
for children (grades K-6) after dinner so bring the whole 
family!  (Sorry, we cannot provide childcare for the 
younger than kindergarten children at this time.)   
If you have any questions, please email Sydney at 
sydneyfarnum @stannes-bristol.org. 
 

https://www.stanneschoolbristol.org/pickle-ball-tournament


 
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Teaching Positions:  St. Mary’s Catholic School 
St. Mary’s Catholic School in Johnson City, TN is 
accepting applications for: 
 Full-time 5th grade teacher for the 2021-2022 

school year 
 Full-time Kindergarten Teacher for the 2021-

2022 school year 
For more information about these positions and the required 
qualifications, go to: 
  https://school.stmarysjc.org/  
  or facebook.com/www.stmarysjc.org. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC) 
Nominations & Elections 

NOMINATIONS for 3 (three year) positions will be  
taken NEXT weekend of (August 28/29) in the commons. 

Nominees need to be: Catholics in good standing with the 
Church, age 18+, and registered parishioners at St. Anne’s.  

After prayerful consideration, a parishioner may nominate 
as many as three parishioners including themselves. If you 
know you will NOT be at Masses next weekend, you may 
submit nominations to stannes@stannes-bristol.org or on  
voicemail at 276-669-8200 by 4p on Friday, August 27.  

All those nominated will be contacted to see if they agree to 
be a candidate for election. If a nominee agrees, they will 
need to submit a photo of themselves and prepare a brief 
biography to include answering the following questions: 
What strengths/gifts do I bring to the visioning and 
consultative work of the Council; What do I see as the top 
priorities for the Parish as a faith community; What do I 
see as the greatest challenges facing our Parish; What do I 
like best about the Parish. 
The photos/bio’s will be displayed in the commons and 
listed in the bulletin the weekend of Sept. 18/19. 
 
PPC ELECTIONS will be held at all Masses on the 
weekend of September 25/26.  
 

 
As this bulletin goes to the publisher, the current directives 
from the Bishop of Richmond for St. Anne’s Church  are: 
 
Per the Virginia Department of Health: 

• Unvaccinated or not fully vaccinated individuals should 
wear masks in public indoor settings. 

• Fully vaccinated individuals do not need to wear a 
mask; however, masks should be worn in indoor 
settings in areas of substantial and high transmission* 

 (*SW VA & NE TN are high transmission areas) 

• Any person not wearing a mask shall not be required to 
produce documentation that they are vaccinated or that 
they have an underlying medical condition. 


