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It is time to take a stand. Just like the faithful in today’s first 
reading and the disciples in the Gospel, we must decide if 
we really believe things that are beyond our human 
understanding: that we are made in the divine image, that 
Jesus is both divine and human, that the Holy Spirit dwells 
inside of us, and so on. When we pray the Creed at Mass 
today, take note of all that we believe, pronounce firmly 
each “I believe” and note the assent of those around you 
who share our beliefs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Readings for this Week (Aug. 27 thru Sept. 1) 
Monday: Sirach 26:1-4, 13-16; Luke 7:11-17 
Tuesday: 1 John 4:7-16;  Mt. 23:8-12 
Wednesday: Jeremiah 1:17-19; Mark 6:17-29 
Thursday: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; Matthew 24;42-51 
Friday:  1 Corinthians 1:17-25; Matthew 25:1-13 
Saturday: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31; Matthew 25:14-30 

 
Scripture for next Sunday (22nd Sunday/Ordinary Time) 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8 
      You shall not add to what I command you…  
 keep the commandments of the Lord. 

James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27 
 Be doers of the word. 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 You disregard God’s commandments  
 but cling to human tradition. 
 
 

A Special Note… 
Thank you to St. Anne Church for welcoming Steven home 
for his funeral. It meant so much to my family. We will 
always be very grateful.   
    Sincerely, 
    Eileen Everitt 

 

 

Regional Catechist Day hosted by St. Anne’s 

Today—Sunday, August 26   

2pm-5 p.m. in the Great Room 

“Witnesses for Jesus Christ” 

Hope to see all parish catechists and school religion 

teachers at 2 p.m. for our Catechist Day! 

 
A Message from Father Chris… 

Last week Pope Francis released a letter he had written 
in response to the grand jury report from Pennsylvania 
detailing accusations of sexual assault by priests, and 
cover up by the Church.  While many had accused the 
pope of being silent about this issue, I knew this was 
not the case.  I knew he would issue a statement about 
this, but I also knew that he would not give an off the 
cuff remark or tweet a response.  His response was a 
thoughtful statement that I have come to expect from 
him and I am sure he spent time in prayer preparing it. 
  

I invite everyone to read the pope's letter about this.  
Many people have been asking me about this and many 
people still have questions.  I do not have all the 
answers, but I will offer some of my own thoughts 
here.  This has not been as easy topic for me to discuss, 
but the time for not talking about it is over. 
  

There are no excuses.  This cannot be explained away.  
We have some very serious problems in our Church, 
and I pray that we will eventually be able to rise above 
this.  I have been reluctant to read the full report, or 
discuss this in detail because it is difficult for me to 
hear about this.  I love the priesthood.  I love my 
ministry.  Every time I hear these stories, I just want to 
get past them so I can continue in the ministry to which 
I have been called.  I have to remember that we do not 
get to choose the work the Lord calls us to do, and it 
seems that right now, dealing with these scandals is 
part of the ministry to which I have been called.  I 
invite everyone to join me in praying for the victims of 
abuse, praying for our Church, and even praying for 
the guilty as difficult as that may be. 
 

Many people do not know how to respond to this.  
Many are saying they find it very hard to continue 
practicing their faith in the wake of such scandal.  I 
will admit, there are times I find it difficult to continue 
in my own ministry, and this is certainly one of those 
times.  The answer I have often held in my heart is 
actually found in the Gospel reading this weekend.  
"Master, to whom shall we go?  You have the words 

of eternal life."  Serving Christ and his Church has 
been a rewarding and fulfilling experience for me.  It is 
not always easy, and some of the challenges placed 
before me have seemed more than I can handle.  I pray 
for the strength to continue facing these challenges, 
because I know that Jesus Christ truly does give us the 
words of eternal life.  This has been and always will be 
my strength.  The only thing I can imagine that would 
be worse than dealing with the challenges that face our 
Church now, is being separated from Christ and his 
Church.  Then I would be truly lost. 



 

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Senior High Youth Ministry (Grades 9-12) 

Upcoming Schedule: 

 Sun., Aug. 26—NO SHYM  
 ■   Regional Catechist Day 

 Sun., Sept. 2—NO SHYM (Labor Day Weekend) 
 Sun., Sept. 9—Youth Group  (BYC 6:00-8:00 p.m.) 
 ■   The Call to Holiness 

 Sun., Sept. 16—Fun Night! 
 ■   Bike the Creeper Trail 
 

 

CDA MEETING 

MONDAY, AUGUST 27 

Members of the Catholic Daughters are 
reminded of their meeting this Monday, 
Aug. 27, at the Columbian Center.  

Meeting begins at 6 p.m. (social hour at 5:30 p.m.)  

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Any Catholic lady wishing to join CDA, call Carol 
Reynolds, 276-591-1134 or Gina Rossetti at 423-878-7877. 
The CDA theme is: 

“For Him, we live and move and have our being”   
(Acts 17:2) 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every Tuesday 
Please join us this Tuesday, August 28, 9:15am-4:30pm. 

Join us for prayer during the day and for Benediction at 

4:30pm. 

 

Formed.org 
(Church code: 24Q8G9) 

Pick of the Week for Aug. 25/26: Saint Augustine’s 

Confessions—A Must Read Christian Classic.  
This 4th century prodigal turned influential Catholic bishop 
has inspired millions of people across time with his poetic 
and passionate autobiography. Saint Augustine’s powerful 
proclamation of God’s Truth and Mercy through the lens of 
his own conversion has made this book one of the greatest 
Christian classics of all time. Read on formed.org. 

 

Prayer Group meeting this week: 
 Wednesday, August 29, 2:45-3:45pm 

 in the St. Vincent de Paul Center 

All are invited to attend. No preparation, no cost. Join us for 
an hour of prayer! 
 
Sunday School of Religion/Junior High Religion Program 
Sunday School of Religion and Junior High Religion 
Program will begin on Sunday, Sept. 9. Parents of children 
who do not attend St. Anne’s School should have received 
your registration packet in the mail. Please return these 
forms to the basket in the commons, as soon as possible. If 
you have not received a packet, please contact Vanessa 
Purdy at 276-591-5378 ext. *814. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults—RCIA 
 Catechumens & Candidates will meet this Wed., 

August 29, in the Great Room.  6:30pm-8:00pm. 

 Inquirers will meet in the church office conference 
room. Stop by the Great Room for opening prayer at 

6:30pm. 
For more information about our RCIA, please contact 
Sydney Farnum at sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org or 
276-669-8200 et. 32. 
 

SPONSOR TRAINING—this Wed., August 29 

Sponsors are needed for RCIA. If you are currently a 
sponsor for someone in RCIA OR you are interested and 
willing to be a sponsor in the future, please plan to attend 
this brief, but very important, training session on the Role 
of the Sponsor and how that role may look differently to 
you now that RCIA is a year-round process.  If you have 
any questions, please call or email Sydney at 276-669-8200 
ext. 32 or sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are we our sisters’ keeper?  You bet! 
All women of the parish are invited to the 

Council of Catholic Women’s annual September dinner. 

Monday, Sept. 10th at the Columbian Center 

Dinner at 6 p.m. 
Join us for presentations on the benefits of “Keeping Fit” 
—Keeping in touch: Lin Ramsey (the power of massage) 
—Keeping young: Teresa Ingle (healthy skin care) 
—Keeping active: Pat Fields (physical conditioning) 
Please sign up in the commons the weekend of Sept. 1 & 2 
after all the Masses. For more information, contact Eileen 
Gibney at 423-652-7425 or egibneysas@yahoo.com. 
 

Tuesday Morning Book Club resumes September 11 
The Pivotal Players—by Bishop Robert Barron 

Book Club will begin a little different this fall. Our first 
book will be a devotional book based on the video series by 
Bishop Barron. You do not have to order the book to 
participate since we will be watching & discussing the 
video together and using the devotional book “Praying with 

the Pivotal Players” at home for our private devotions. 
Please sign-up in the commons this weekend and next 
weekend to join the Book Club. Please indicate if you 
would like a copy of the devotional book. Book Club 

meets on Tuesdays at the St. Vincent de Paul Center, 

10:30am-11:30am. Please note: a few of the videos in this 
series will run a little longer so Book Club will meet a little 
longer on those days. This is a 6-week study. 
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MASS INTENTIONS for this WEEK 
Saturday, August 25 (Vigil: 21st Sunday/Ordinary Time) 
  5:30 p.m. †Joe Avento 
Sunday, August 26 (21st Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
  8:30 a.m. †Charles Mansfield 
10:30 a.m. Parishioners 
  2:00 p.m. †Trancito Macias   (Spanish Mass) 

Tuesday, August 28 

  8:30 a.m. †Harold Ruhl 
(NO Weekday Mass on Wed., Aug. 29) 

Thursday, August 30 

  6:00 p.m. No Intention yet schedule 

Friday, August 31 

  7:30 a.m. †Dorothy Liston 
Saturday, Sept. 1 (Vigil: 22nd Sunday/Ordinary Time) 
  5:30 p.m. †Brenda Johnson Sandos 
Sunday, Sept. 2 (22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
  8:30 a.m. †Neal Jewell 
10:30 a.m. †Louis Przystas 
  2:00 p.m. Parishioners (Spanish Mass) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
COLLECTION REPORT (Aug. 18/19) 

 Regular/Operating  $10,409.81 
 Holy Day/Assumption of Mary $  1,940.00 
 Addt’l School (2nd Collection) $     138.00 

 Campaign 2013/Debt Reduction $     100.00 

UPCOMING 2nd Collections: 
 Sept. 1 & 2 St. Anne’s School 

 Sept. 29/30 Retired Religious 
(Reminder: our 2nd Collections are taken up during the Offertory, 
immediately following the regular operating collection.) 

 

2018 Diocesan ANNUAL APPEAL 
Many thanks to all who pledged to and have contributed to 
the 2018 Annual Appeal. Funds from the Appeal help our 
parish in many ways. One way your donations to the 
Appeal assist in our diocese is through the Fuel & Hunger 

Fund—The Annual Appeal funding of the Fuel & Hunger 
fund has been essential in helping parishes provide 
additional support for those in need. In 2018 grants totaling 
$256,200 was distributed to 81 parishes and Catholic 
organizations. Here in Bristol, the Fuel & Hunger Fund has 
contributed to the outreach efforts at Bristol Faith in Action. 

This Week in Adult Faith Formation: 
Monday, August 27: 

 Monday Adult Faith Formation, Popes and the 
Papacy, “Rome, the Popes, and the Papal Government” 
and “The Age of Iron”.  1:00pm-2:30pm at the Saint 

Vincent de Paul Center. Join this study group at any 
time. 

Tuesday, August 28: 

 Book Club is on Summer Break until September 
 Tuesday Evening Scripture Study will meet at 

6:30pm in the St. Vincent de Paul Center 
Wednesday, August 29: 

 Little Rock Scripture Study, 1:00pm-2:30pm in the 

St. Vincent de Paul Center. The Gospel According to 

Mark 

 RCIA at 6:30pm in the Great Room. 

For more information about any of the above programs, 
email sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org or call 276-669-
8200 ext. 32. 
 

Abortion Alternatives Ultrasound Fundraiser Dinner 

St. Dominic’s/Kingsport and other area churches are 
sponsoring a dinner at St. Dominic’s on Sat., Oct. 6, 
6:45pm to raise funds for an ultrasound machine for 
Abortion Alternatives. A picture is worth a thousand 

words, especially when it comes to saving pre-born babies’ 

lives! The cost is $25/person. Contact 423-247-3582 
(Concordia Lutheran Church) to make your reservations. 
Thank you Knights of Columbus for helping organize this 
fundraiser for Abortion Alternatives! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your Calendar Now! 

Watch the Bulletin for More Details!! 

 Mission Family Band—CONCERT!! 
 Christian Rock Concert 

 Monday, September 17th  
 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Life Center 
 

 Treasures of the Catholic Church 
 Presentation on Relics by Fr. Carlos Martins 
 Saturday, September 29th  
 1:30 p.m. in the church sanctuary 
 (Following the presentation, viewing of 

 over 100 relics in the Great Room) 

 

 Evening Prayer, Sunday, Sept. 30th, 6 p.m. 

 To honor our local Police, Fire, EMS personnel 
 Join us to pray for and with those who keep us safe!  
 (A Reception will follow Evening Prayer) 

Summer Mass Schedule ends after Labor Day!! 
Don’t Forget — Next Sunday (Sept. 2) is the LAST 

Sunday for the 10:30 a.m. Mass time.  Beginning on 

Sunday, September 9, the Mass time goes back 

to 11:30 a.m.!! 



 

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sunday Morning Adult Religious Education Class 

Resumes September 9—9:45am-11:15am 
(usually in the Great Room, but on the 9th will  

meet in the school library) 

“Jesus revealed—Encountering Christ  

in His Biblical Names” 
Jesus revealed is the perfect Bible Study, examining more 
than 750 Scripture verses from across the Old and New 
Testaments in order to discover Jesus in his biblical names. 
Uncover the types and prefigurements of Christ throughout 
Scripture and see how the whole of the Bible points to 
Jesus. Put the date on your calendar and plan to join us on 
Sunday mornings between the Masses as we dive deeper 
into Scripture and bring what we learn to bear in our own 
spiritual life. No cost and no pre-registration. 

 

MEN of the PARISH…. 

are invited to join with the Knights 
of Columbus for a: “Welcome” 

Cook-Out with Fr. Chris at the 
Columbian Center (125 18th St., 
Bristol, TN) on Wed, Sept. 5, 6pm 

If you plan to attend, please sign up 
in the commons next weekend, 
Sept. 1 & 2. 

Please take NOTE!!    

 No Weekday Mass this Wed., Aug. 29 

 Parish Office closed Labor Day, Sept. 3 

 (bulletin deadline is still 12N on Sept. 3) 

 “First” Tuesday Adoration—Sept. 4th  

 (sign-up in the commons next weekend, Sept. 1 & 2) 

 Pastoral Council Elections—at Masses on Sept. 8/9 

      (Nominees will be in bulletin and posted in commons    

 and on webpage next weekend, Sept. 1 & 2) 

 

7 Steps to Becoming Financially Free 

A Catholic Guide to Managing Your Money 
Beginning Monday, Sept. 10, 6:00pm-7:30pm in the 

Saint Vincent de Paul Center. Here is how to take the 
gifts God has given you—your skills, your education, your 
training your income — and use them as He intended.  
7 Steps to Becoming Financially Free is how to not just 
get out of debt and begin saving, but also how to wisely and 
deliberately set budgeting priorities and achieve financial 
goals that reflect what you believe as a Catholic. Start your 
journey to true financial freedom today! Register at 
sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org or call 276-669-8200 
ext. 32. Cost of your book and workbook: $34.95 for 
individuals and $46.95 for couples. 


