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Advent is a time to prepare for the coming of the Lord, 
whom we portray as a precious infant in a simple manger at 
the end of this season. But there are two more arrivals of 
our Lord to contemplate during this season of preparation 
and they tend to be overlooked. One day Jesus Christ will 
come again in glory as the world ends and he delivers his 
final judgment. He gives a glimpse of this to his disciples in 
today’s Gospel. But let us also consider his third 
appearance—to each of us personally, into our hearts and 
into our lives as we embrace him as his disciples. As we 
celebrate today, let us consider how we can welcome him 
ever more intimately into our lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekday Readings for this Week (Nov. 29-Dec. 4) 
MONDAY: Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 8:5-11 
TUESDAY: (Feast of St. Andrew, Apostle) 
  Romans 10:9-18; Matthew 4:18-22 
WEDNESDAY:  Isaiah 25:6-10a; Matthew 15:29-37 
THURSDAY: Isaiah 26:1-6; Matthew 7:21, 24-27 
FRIDAY: (Memorial: St. Francis Xavier) 
  1 Cor. 9:16-19, 22-23;   Matthew 16:15-20 
SATURDAY: Is. 30:19-21, 23-26;   Mt. 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
 

Scripture for next Sunday—2nd Sunday of Advent 
Baruch 5:1-9 
 God is leading Israel in joy. 
Psalm 126 
 “The Lord has done great things for us; 
   we are filled with joy.” 
Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 
 May your love increase ever more. 
Luke 3:1-6 
 Prepare the way of the Lord. 

We hear from both Baruch and Isaiah next Sunday, the 
latter through Luke’s description of John the Baptist’s 
work, challenging and comforting the people of Israel. 
Baruch calls the people back to Jerusalem, where they will 
be “wrapped in the cloak of justice”. Isaiah promises that 
when the Lord comes, “all flesh shall see the salvation of 
God.” Let us prepare for the Lord’s coming, assured that 
justice and salvation are nigh. 

 
Pray for Vocations! 

“The LORD is our righteousness.” 
Are you being called to bring the word of God to others as a 
priest? Call the Vocations Office, 804-359-5661 to speak 
with Fr. Brian Capuano or email vocations@richmond 
diocese.org. 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 Last week I wrote about why people stay 
in the Church.  This week I am going to write 
about one reason people choose to leave the 
Church.  This is something I know well, because 
this is my story.  By the time I was twenty I had 
stopped going to Mass regularly.  The best reason 
for this is that I had never really taken ownership 
of my faith.  I had attended Catholic school, and I 
had been active in religious education in a parish 
through high school.  I had received all my 
sacraments. 
 
 There was never a time when I stopped 
believing in God or stopped identifying myself as 
Catholic.  I just did not feel a great need to be 
practicing my faith.  It was not until many years 
later that I realized there was something missing 
in my life and I began attending Mass again.  This 
changed everything for me.  After having this 
conversion experience as an adult I began 
learning all I could about our faith. 
 
 There is so much more I can write about 
this experience and I will be doing that.  I want to 
focus on one important part of my conversion.  
There are many things that led my back to the 
Church, but by far the strongest of these factors 
was the strong foundation in my faith I developed 
from my time in Catholic school.  When I was 
feeling there was something missing in my life 
there are many places I could have tried to find it.  
It was what I had learned in Catholic school that 
led me back to the Catholic Church.  This is why 
I continue to be an advocate for Catholic schools.  
I do not know that I would be where I am now 
without my experience in Catholic schools. 

 



 
First  Sunday of Advent 

Senior High and Junior High Youth Ministry 

• Nov. 28—NO SHYM & JHYM  

 Happy Thanksgiving! 
• Dec. 5—SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

 What Is Our Response? 

 Confirmation Class  (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

• Dec. 12—NET Ministries Retreat (12:30pm-6:30pm) 
       — SHYM will attend the NET Retreat! 
       — Confirmation youth will attend the NET Retreat! 

• Dec. 19—SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

 The “Why’s” Behind the “What’s” 

Diocesan Youth Conference—February 11-13, 2022 
The Diocesan Youth Conference (DYC) is a weekend event 
held each year to gather Gr. 9-12 high school  youth from 
all 145 parishes in the Richmond Diocese. The Conference 
is highly energetic, engaging, and an awesome opportunity 
for our teens to gather as a larger Church community and 
celebrate the amazing richness of our Catholic Christian 
faith. Early Bird Registration is $145: includes travel, 
lodging, and meals! To register, contact Laura Cochrane at 
276-492-3095 or lauracochrane@stannes-bristol.org.   

Early Bird Registration Deadline:  November 30! 

NET Ministries Retreat— “Anchored in Hope” 
Sunday, Dec. 12 (12:30-6:30pm) at St. Anne’s! 

All youth in grades 9-12 are invited to attend!  
There is no cross, big or small, in our life which our Lord 
does not share with us. When storms rage, boats will rock. 
When you suffer, what or who is your anchor? Throughout 
this pandemic we have all endured suffering! We will 
explore the power of being anchored in the hope and 
resurrection in the midst of suffering.  

Cost: $20 (includes Lunch & Dinner)  
Please notify Laura by Dec. 5 if you plan to attend. 

 
 

HOLY HOUR:  
ADORATION of the BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Start your Advent season by spending time in prayer with 
our Lord — Join us for our Tuesday morning Holy Hour 
from 9a to 10a in the church (immediately following the 
8:30a morning Mass.  Enter through the side door to the 
commons. 
 

GRIEF SUPPORT 
Are you grieving the loss of a loved one? 

If you are interested in joining our Grief Support Group, 
call the parish office at 276-669-8200 ext. 0 or email 
stannes@stannes-bristol.org.   

Prayer 
 O Lord, we thank You for the life You gave to  
  our loved one, and the life everlasting  
  that You grant to our loved one now.  
 Let Your presence in heaven be a blessing 
  to our loved one and let Your dwelling  
  with us now here on earth  
  be a comfort to us as we mourn this loss  
  in our lives.  Amen. 

Christmas Outreach 
The celebration of Christmas is only a month away! 
Again this year our parish will be helping to provide for 
those in need at Christmas.  Due to the ongoing pandemic 
and the supply chain issues, as well as expected shipping 
delays this year—we are asking that if you would like to 
help with our Christmas Outreach that you doante Walmart 
gift cards (suggested amount: $25).  
 
There will be a box in the commons on the weekends of 
Dec. 4/5 and Dec. 11/12 for your gift cards And please 
attach the gift card receipts if you can. Deadline to turn in 
Gift Cards will be December 14. 
 
     For your convenience, in case you are not able to go out 
and get gift cards, our School will be selling SCRIP after 
all the Masses NEXT weekend - December 4/5 and they 
WILL HAVE WALMART gift cards available to purchase.  
When you purchase SCRIP you also will be helping our 
School as they receive funds from SCRIP that is 
purchased.  Besides the Walmart Scrip, they will have 
many other SCRIP cards available for stores and restaurants 
in case you are needing to get some gifts for folks on your 
shopping lists. 
 
If you, or someone you personally know, is in need of 
assistance this Christmas, please contact the parish 
office by close of business on Tuesday, December 14 
by calling Rosie M. at 276-669-8200 ext. 0 or email  
her at stannes@stannes-bristol.org. 
 
 

Parish Family Night 

This Wednesday, December 1 
“The Nativity Stories—How are they different?” 

Dinner menu:    Spaghetti, salad, bread, and dessert 

Schedule for the evening: 
 5:30-6:15pm Dinner in the Great Room 
 6:30-6:50pm Evening Prayer in the Church 
 7:00-8:00pm Presentation by Fr. Chris 

A big “Thank You” to the Knights of Columbus for 
providing our dinner and to the bakers of the church for 
your delicious desserts!   
 
Join your Parish Family on Dec. 1 to hear Fr. Chris present 
a lesson on the differences in the Nativity Stories found in 
Matthew and Luke. Parish Family Night is planned to 
include the whole family. We will have sessions for 
children and teens while the adults meet with Fr. Chris. 
Please sign up at the religious education table in the 
commons this weekend for the dinner or call the church 
office ext. 32 no later than Monday, November 29. 
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Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  
(RCIA) 

• Catechumens, Candidates, and Inquirers attend 
Parish Family Night this Wednesday, Dec. 1 

• Mystagogy meets next Sunday, December 5, in the 
School Conference Room at 9:45 a.m. 

• New Inquirers are asked to make an appointment with 
Sydney Farnum at 276-669-8200 ext. 32 or email 
sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org 

 
New Scripture Study Group begins the 1st Thursday  

of the New Liturgical Year—December 2 
Please join us on Thursday evenings, after the 6pm Mass, 
approximately 6:30pm at the St. Vincent de Paul Center 
for one hour of study of the upcoming Sunday readings. 
No prior preparation is needed.  Bring your bible. Everyone 
is welcome to attend. If you have any questions about this 
scripture study, please contact Sydney Farnum at sydney 
farnum@stannes-bristol.org or call 276-669-8200 ext. 32. 
 

Lighthouse Catholic Media  
      CD of the Week:  “A Journey Through Advent— 
                               Liturgical Cycle C” 
Get the most out of Advent by following along with Bishop 
Robert Barron’s homilies as he unpacks the Advent Sunday 
readings along with Christmas and Epiphany.  Find this CD 
and many others at the display on the religious education 
table in the commons.  A $3 donation per CD is 
appreciated. 
 

“The Catholic Church:  A History” 
American Catholicism—December 5 

Within three decades of Columbus’ first voyage, Catholics 
came to what is now part of the United States, arriving as 
missionaries or settlers from Spain, France, and England.  
There were very few priests in the 13 colonies until after 
American independence.  The 20th century saw deeper 
Catholic enculturation into American society, and while the 
Church is in some real ways American, it retains its ties to 
Rome and to the Universal Church.  To learn more, join our 
Sunday morning class.  We meet in the School Library 
from 9:45-11am. You can join the class at any time. 
Weekly lessons are designed to stand alone so that you will 
learn without studying the prior lessons.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Sydney at sydneyfarnum@stannes
-bristol.org or 276-669-8200 ext. 32. 
 
 
Bulletin Reminders… 
Due to the publisher’s schedule, shipping issues, and our 
office holiday schedule, please note the following deadlines 
for items for the Sunday bulletin: 
For Dec. 5, deadline is 12N on Monday, Nov. 29 
For Dec. 12, deadline is 12N on Monday, Dec. 6 
For Dec. 19, deadline is 3p on Friday, Dec. 10 
For Dec. 26, deadline is 1p on Thursday, Dec. 16 
       (this bulletin is for Sunday Masses, not for Dec. 24/25) 
For Jan. 2, deadline is 9a on Thursday, Dec. 23 
 

 
 
 
Saturday, November 27 (Vigil:  1st Sunday of Advent) 
  5:30 p.m. †Hedwig Meussen 
Sunday, November 28  (First Sunday of Advent) 
  8:30 a.m. Parishioners 
11:30 a.m. †Lou Pingo 
Tuesday, November 30  (Feast of St. Andrew, Apostle) 
  8:30 a.m.. †Steve Hofmeyer 
Wednesday, December 1 

  8:30 a.m. †Margaret Elizabeth Smith 
Thursday, December 2 
  6:00 p.m. †Mary Bredin 
Friday, December 3  (Memorial: St. Francis Xavier) 

  8:30 a.m. †Barry Brady 
Saturday, December 4 (Vigil:  2nd  Sunday of Advent) 
  5:30 p.m. †Rose Marie Gokey 
Sunday, December 5  (Second Sunday of Advent) 
  8:30 a.m. †Charlie Duff 
11:30 a.m. Parishioners 
 
Please note: The collection results and E-giving download was 
not yet available for this bulletin. 
 
Upcoming Second Collections: 
Dec. 4/5    St. Anne’s School/Catholic Schools 
Dec. 18/19 St. Anne’s Social Ministry/Outreach 
Dec. 24/25 Commonwealth Catholic Charities 

Holy Days: There will be a collection for regular/operating at 
the Holy Day Masses for the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary on Dec. 8; a regular/operating collection at 
our Christmas Masses on Dec. 24/25; and a regular/operating 
collection on Dec. 31 (Solemnity of Mary Vigil). 
 

This Week in Adult Faith Formation: 
Sunday, November 28: 

• NO SMARE (Sunday Morning Adult Religious 
Education) Thanksgiving Break! Join us next 
Sunday, December 5 for the  History of the Catholic 
Church  9:45-11:00am in the School Library 

Tuesday, November 30: 

• Book Club:  “Jesus, The Apostles, and the Early 
Church” 10:30-11:30am, St. Vincent de Paul Center 

Wednesday, December 1: 

• NO Scripture Study this week. We will resume soon 
with a study of “The Word of God at Vatican II”, 
date TBD.  1:00-2:30pm, St. Vincent de Paul Center. 
Sign-up in the commons to receive your book. 

• RCIA at Parish Family Night this week. 
• Parish Family Night:  See bulletin for details 
Thursday, December 2: 

• Scripture Study to prepare for the Sunday readings:  
      6:30-7:30pm in the St. Vincent de Paul Center. 

And 24 hrs. every day— www.formed.org online religious 
education, all ages: scripture studies, religious education 
programs, CDs, movies, etc. Put in St. Anne as your 
organization when you register to be covered with our 
subscription. Register with your email. For more info about 
any of the above programs, contact Sydney at 276-669-
8200 ext. 32 or sydneyfarnum @stannes-bristol.org. 
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Get in the Christmas Spirit!  
If you are interested in volunteering or giving back this 
Christmas season, please consider donating your time to 
Saint Anne’s School in partnership with a fundraiser at 
Speedway in Lights.  Volunteers are needed on 
Wednesday evenings now through the end of the year. 
Please email pto@stanneschoolbristol.org 
 

*Position opens 12/13/2021* 
Do you enjoy working with children?  

Would you like to work afternoons in a welcoming place?  
St. Anne Catholic School has a position open for an After-
School Aide. The requirements are: Must be able to safely 
supervise active children from ages 3-12. Position is part-
time (from: 2:45-5:30pm) Monday thru Friday. Must 
meet all requirements for licensure established by the state 
of Virginia — (Training can be provided if needed.) 
 
LOOKING AHEAD JUST A BIT…. 
 Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

Holy Day of Obligation—Wed., Dec. 8 
 Masses at 8:30a & 7p 

 Poinsettia Memorials/Honorariums—if you wish to 
make a donation to our Christmas flowers in memory of 
or in honor of someone, please notify the office by 12N 
on December 15. These will be listed in the Holy 
Family bulletin (Sunday, Dec. 26). 

 

The Season of Advent 
Advent has a two-fold character, for it is a time of 
preparation for the Solemnities of Christmas, in which the 
First Coming of the Son of God to humanity is 
remembered, and likewise a time when, by remembrance of 
this, minds and hearts are led to look forward to Christ’s 
Second Coming at the end of time. For these two reasons, 
Advent is a period of devout and expectant delight. 
 
 


