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Second Sunday of Advent 
Quite likely you  have a long checklist of things you need to 
do before Christmas, which is now only three weeks away. 
But is “repentance for the forgiveness of sins” on that 
list? It ought to be, for this is exactly what John the Baptist 
called for in preparation for the Lord’s coming. Let us 
repent of the wrongs we have done or the things we have 
failed to do and seek forgiveness so as to properly 
prepare a place for our Lord to be born into our lives. 
 

Weekday Readings (Dec. 6-11) 

Monday: Isaiah 35:1:10;  Luke 5:17-26 

Tuesday:  (Memorial—St. Ambrose) 
  Ephesians 3:8-12;  John 10:11-16 

Wednesday: Holy Day of Obligation: 
         Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
  Genesis 3:9-15, 20    
  Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12; Luke 1:26-38 

Thursday: Isaiah 41:13-20;  Matthew 11:11-15 

Friday:  Isaiah 48:17-19;  Matthew 11:16-19 

Saturday: Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt. 17:9a, 10-13 
 

Scripture for next Sunday — 3rd Sunday of Advent 
GAUDETE  Sunday 

Zephaniah 3:14-18a 
 The Lord will sing joyfully because of you. 
Isaiah 12 
 “Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you 
   is the great and Holy One of Israel.” 
Philippians 4:4-7 
 Rejoice in the Lord always, for the Lord is near. 
Luke 3:10-18 
 They all asked whether John  might be the Christ. 

 
PRAYERS REQUESTED 

We ask your prayers for Dana Faniola, a member of 
our parish family, who died recently. Notes may be 
sent to the family c/o her daughter, Tweeter Mueller 
Faniola, at 203 Beaver Rd., Bluff City, TN 37618. 
 

BUY from SCRIP and help St. Anne’s School! 
Just a reminder that our School will be selling SCRIP in the 
hallway by the Great Room after all the Masses THIS 
weekend (Dec. 4/5).  SCRIP sells gift cards for major 
businesses to raise money for the school. You buy the gift 
cards at regular price and the school gets money!!  They 
will have $25 Walmart cards available to purchase this 
weekend if you need to pick up some for the parish 
Christmas Outreach  And if you forgot to stop Dec. 4/5, you 
can contact the SCRIP coordinator for more information at 
sasscripcoordinator@outlook.com.   
 
 

HOLY HOUR 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Join us in the church on Tuesdays from 9a to 10a (after the 
8:30a morning Mass) for an hour of Eucharistic Adoration.  
Enter through the side door to the commons. 

 

A Message from Father Chris… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 We are now beginning the second week of 
Advent.  We are well into the season.  I spoke last 
week about how this is meant to be a season of great 
joy.  It is also a time of great anticipation.  This is what 
we need right now.  Last year we were limited in what 
we could do to celebrate.  This year we are doing 
everything we can to bring things back to normal.  
Advent is a time not only for joy, but the anticipation 
of the greatest joy the world has ever known. 
 
 As I write this I am anticipating a great joy.  I 
have been noticing more and more people returning to 
Mass.  I am also noticing more new faces appearing in 
our parish community for the first time.  I am looking 
forward this Christmas to be the best season we have 
celebrated at St. Anne's since I have been here. 
 
 I would like to thank everyone who has done 
so much to support our parish and make St. Anne's a 
wonderful community.  I continue working with the 
staff to do everything we can to make our parish a 
welcoming and safe environment in a very difficult 
time.  As we do all we can I have to admit that the 
people of this parish have played a great role in 
everything that has happened here.  We would not be 
able to do what we have done without so many people 
wanting to be an active part of this community.  You 
are all doing so much to make St. Anne's a great parish. 
 
 Let us all use this time of Advent to look to the 
future.  As we anticipate the coming celebration of 
Christmas, we can anticipate a wonderful future for our 
parish.  I still do not know all the future holds for us, 
but I am so hopeful about what is to come.  With the 
strength and faith that I see in this community, I know 
that we will have a bright future. 



 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Another Chapter… 
I moved to Roanoke, Virginia November 30 to live in an 
independent living apartment. This is the next chapter for 
me and I’m ready for the mission God has in mind for me. 
If you find yourself in Roanoke and have a few spare 
minutes please contact me and perhaps we can get together 
for a brief visit. Bristol will always be my home and I 
promise to visit frequently. 
   Jim Yencha 
   4230 Elm View Rd., Apt. 333 
   Roanoke, VA  24018 
   New home phone: 540-776-3848 
   Peace, prayers and Love… JIM 
 

Senior High and Junior High Youth Ministry 
• Dec. 5—SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

 What Is Our Response? 

 Confirmation Class  (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

• Dec. 12—NET Ministries Retreat (12:30pm-6:30pm) 
       — SHYM will attend the NET Retreat! 
       — Confirmation youth will attend the NET Retreat! 

• Dec. 19—SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

 The “Why’s” Behind the “What’s” 

• Dec. 26—NO SHYM/NO JHYM 

 Merry Christmas! 

Diocesan Youth Conference—Feb. 11-13, 2022 
DYC is an annual event to gather Gr. 9-12 teens from all 
145 parishes in the Richmond Diocese. The Conference is 
highly energetic, engaging, and an opportunity for our teens 
to gather as a larger Church community and celebrate the 
amazing richness of our Catholic faith. Registration is now 
$195—deadline is January 9! (includes travel, lodging, 
meals). Contact Laura Cochrane at 276-492-3095 or 
lauracochrane@stannes-bristol.org.   

 

NET Ministries Retreat— “Anchored in Hope” 
Sunday, Dec. 12 (12:30-6:30pm) at St. Anne’s! 

All youth in grades 9-12 are invited to attend!  
There is no cross, big or small, in our life which our Lord 
does not share with us. When storms rage, boats will rock. 
When you suffer, what or who is your anchor? Throughout 
this pandemic we have all endured suffering! We will 
explore the power of being anchored in the hope and 
resurrection in the midst of suffering.  

Cost: $20 (includes Lunch & Dinner)  
Please notify Laura NLT Dec. 5 if you plan to attend. 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  (RCIA) 

• Catechumens, Candidates, and Inquirers attend the 
Immaculate Conception Holy Day Mass this 
Wednesday, Dec. 8. RCIA Class resumes next 
Wednesday, December 15. 

• Mystagogy meets today (Sunday, December 5) in the 
School Conference Room at 9:45am. 

• New Inquirers are asked to make an appointment with 
Sydney Farnum at 276-669-8200 ext. 32 or email her at 
sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org 

Holy Day of Obligation 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Wednesday, December 8 

Masses at 8:30a & 7p 
Originating in the 7th century as feast of the “conception of 
Mary by St. Anne”, Pope Clement XI established the 
Immaculate Conception as a Solemnity for the entire 
Church in 1708. The Immaculate Conception is the Patronal 
Feast Day of the United States of America and is a Holy 
Day of Obligation for Catholics. Our Masses this 
Wednesday will be celebrated at 8:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.  
Since our school children will attend the 8:30 morning 
Mass, all who attend will be required to wear face masks. 
 
 
 
 
 

Lighthouse Catholic Media 
CD of the Week: “Advent– Rethinking the Season” 
Unlike most other seasons, Advent is a season that isn’t 
about itself, but is instead about preparing for Christmas. 
That reality often gets lost in the shuffle and stress of trying 
to find all the right gifts, decorations, and dinner 
ingredients. Dr. Tim Gray uses storytelling and the readings 
of the Old Testament to explain that we need to live the 
“pre-season” of Advent well, so we can be prepared to 
welcome and receive the greatest gift God the Father wants 
to give us at Christmas: His Son, Jesus.  Find this CD and 
many others at the display on the religious education table 
in the commons.  A $3.00 donation per CD is appreciated. 
 

“The Catholic Church:  A History” 
The Church in the Age of Reason 

December 12 
The 17th and 18th centuries finally saw the diminishing of 
religious wars between Catholics and Protestants, although 
such violence remained a part of Europe’s history into 
modern times.  Scientific advances were seen by some as a 
threat to traditional Christianity.  The Enlightenment 
challenged Christianity.  To learn more, join our Sunday 
morning class.  We meet in the School Library from 
9:45am to 11:00am. You can join the class at any time. 
Weekly lessons are designed to stand alone so that you will 
learn without studying the lessons that came prior.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Sydney at sydneyfarnum 
@stannes-bristol.org or 276-669-8200 ext. 32. 
 
 

Christmas Flower Memorials 
If you would like to make a donation toward our 

Christmas Poinsettias in memory of or in honor of 
someone, please notify the parish office  

no later than 12noon Wed., Dec. 15.  
These will be listed in  

our Sunday bulletin on December 26. 
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E-Giving (Nov. 13-23) 
 Regular/Operating  $6,686 
 Immaculate Conception Holy Day $     28 
 Christmas Holy Day  $     28 
 Archdiocese for Military Svcs. $   150 
 Catholic School 2nd Collection $     63 
 Bristol Faith in Action (BFIA) $   100 
 

Collection (Nov. 20/21 and Nov. 27/28) 
 Regular/Operating Nov. 20/21 $13,681 
 Regular/Operating Nov. 27/28 $  6,511 
 Bldg./Maintenance Reserve $  5,000 
 Archdiocese for Military Svcs. $     233 
 Catholic World Missions  $       20 
 Catholic School 2nd Collection $     138 
 Social Ministry   $     200 
 Thanksgiving outreach donations $     790 
 
  

THANK YOU for your ongoing  
Support and Generosity!! 

 
Second Collections: 
Dec. 4/5    St. Anne’s School/Catholic Schools 
Dec. 18/19 St. Anne’s Social Ministry/Outreach 
Dec. 24/25 Commonwealth Catholic Charities 

Holy Days: There will be a collection for regular/operating at 
the Holy Day Masses for the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary on Dec. 8; a regular/operating collection at 
our Christmas Masses on Dec. 24/25; and a regular/operating 
collection on Dec. 31 (Solemnity of Mary Vigil). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, December 4 (Vigil:  2nd  Sunday of Advent) 
  5:30 p.m. †Rose Marie Gokey 

Sunday, December 5  (Second Sunday of Advent) 
  8:30 a.m. †Charlie Duff 
11:30 a.m. Parishioners 

Tuesday, December 7  (Memorial: St. Ambrose) 
  8:30 a.m.. †Ann P. Rogers & Betty P. Miller 

Wednesday, December 8 (Holy Day: Immaculate Conception) 

  8:30 a.m. Parishioners 
  7:00 p.m. †Francis J. Finan, Jr. 

Thursday, December 9 
  6:00 p.m. †Joseph D. Crane 

Friday, December 10 

  8:30 a.m. †Margaret Smith 

Saturday, December 11 (Vigil:  3rd  Sunday of Advent) 
  5:30 p.m. †Rita Ann Mansfield 

Sunday, December 12  (Third Sunday of Advent) 
  8:30 a.m. †Audrey Wilson 
11:30 a.m. Parishioners 
 
 

This Week in Adult Faith Formation: 

Sunday, December 5: 

• SMARE (Sunday Morning Adult Religious Education) 
The History of the Catholic Church—American 
Catholicism 9:45am-11:00am in the School Library 

Tuesday, December 7: 

• Book Club:  “Jesus, The Apostles, and the Early 
Church” 10:30-11:30am in the St. Vincent de Paul 
Center 

Wednesday, December 8: 

• NO Scripture Study this week. We will resume soon 
with a study of “The Word of God at Vatican II”, date 
TBD.  1:00-2:30pm in the St. Vincent de Paul 
Center.  Sign-up in the commons to receive your book. 

• RCIA at Holy Day Mass 
Thursday, December 9: 

• Scripture Study to prepare for the Sunday readings: 
6:30-7:30pm in the St. Vincent de Paul Center. 

 
And…. 24 hours every day www.formed.org online 
religious education for all ages: scripture studies, religious 
education programs, CDs, movies, and more. When you 
register, put in St. Anne as your organization and you will 
be covered with our subscription.  Register with your email.  
For more information about any of the above programs, 
please contact Sydney Farnum at 276-669-8200 ext. 32 or 
email her at sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org. 
 
 

A Prayer for Advent 
God of love, 
       guide us as we journey through this Advent. 

Help us to recognize the great gift 
       You have given us in Jesus, 
       and may we prepare well for His rebirth 
       in our hearts. 

On each day of this journey, 
       may we move closer to Jesus,  
       the Prince of Peace, the Light of the World. 

Shine the light of Your grace upon us  
       that we may follow Him faithfully. 

In all our preparations for Christmas, 
       may we always remember that Jesus is the 
       reason for this blessed season. 

Thank You, loving God,    
       for this time of joy and expectation. 

Walk with us and show us the way  
       today and every day of Advent. 

    AMEN. 
 



 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Bulletin Reminders… 
Due to the publisher’s schedule, shipping issues, and our 
office holiday schedule, please note the following deadlines 
for items for the Sunday bulletin: 
For Dec. 12, deadline is 12N on Monday, Dec. 6 
For Dec. 19, deadline is 3p on Friday, Dec. 10 
For Dec. 26, deadline is 1p on Thursday, Dec. 16 
       (this bulletin is for Sunday Masses, not for Dec. 24/25) 
For Jan. 2, deadline is 9a on Thursday, Dec. 23 
 
Looking Ahead… 
Christmas—Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord is a 
Holy Day of Obligation.  Christmas Holy Day Masses are: 
 Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24 
  5 p.m., 8 p.m., 12 Midnight 
 Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25 
  10 a.m. 

Our obligation to attend Sunday Mass doesn’t go away that 
weekend! Our Masses for the Feast of the Holy Family 
will be celebrated on Sunday, Dec. 26 at 8:30a & 11:30a 
(No Mass on Saturday evening, Dec. 25) 

Since Jan. 1 is on a Saturday, the Solemnity of Mary Holy 
Day is not obligatory this year—we will celebrate one Mass 
for this Holy Day on Friday evening, Dec. 31 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Regular Mass Schedule for Epiphany weekend, Sat., Jan. 1 
at 5:30 p.m. and Sunday, Jan. 2 at 8:30a & 11:30a. 

Christmas Outreach 

Again this year our parish will be helping to provide for 
those in need at Christmas.  Due to the ongoing pandemic 
and the supply chain issues, as well as expected shipping 
delays this year—we are asking that if you would like to 
help with our Christmas Outreach that you donate Walmart 
gift cards (suggested amount: $25).  And please attach the 
gift card receipts if you can.  
 

There is a box in the commons this weekend and  
next (Dec. 4/5 & Dec. 11/12) for your gift cards. 
Deadline to turn in Gift Cards is December 14. 

 
Our School is selling SCRIP after all the Masses THIS 
weekend - Dec. 4/5 and they HAVE WALMART gift cards 
available to purchase.  When you purchase SCRIP you also 
will be helping our School as they receive funds from 
SCRIP that is purchased.   
 

If you, or someone you personally know, is in 
need of assistance this Christmas, please contact 
the parish office by close of business on Tuesday, 
December 14 by calling Rosie M. at 276-669-8200 
ext. 0 or email  her at stannes@stannes-bristol.org. 


