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We rejoice as we begin the second half of this season of 
preparation, for we realize that the Lord is already in our 
midst. While remembering our Lord’s birth over two 
thousand years ago and looking forward to His coming 
again in glory at the end of time, we prepare our hearts for 
His presence here today, praying that every day we can 
express His good news in what we say and do.  May our 
words and actions witness to the world the true meaning of 
Christ’s birth. 
 

Weekday Readings (Dec. 13-18) 
Monday:  (Memorial: St. Lucy) 
    2 Cor. 10:17—11:2; Matthew 25:1-13 

Tuesday:  (Memorial: St. John of the Cross) 
  1 Cor. 2:1-10a;  Luke 14:25-33 

Wednesday: Is. 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25;  Luke 14:25-33 

Thursday: Isaiah 54:1-10;  Luke 7:24-30 

Friday:  Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17 

Saturday: Jeremiah 23:5-8;  Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Scripture for next Sunday—4th Sunday of Advent 
Micah 5:1-4a 
 From Bethlehem shall come the ruler of Israel. 
Psalm 80 
 “Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face  
   and we shall be saved.” 
Hebrews 10:5-10 
 Behold, I come to do your will. 
Luke 1:39-45 
 Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth. 

Our anticipation of the Lord’s birth is mirrored in the words 
from scripture we will hear next Sunday. Micah, who lived 
eight centuries before Jesus was born, proclaims that long-
awaited ruler from the line of David will come from the 
little town of Bethlehem. The author of Hebrews asserts 
that Jesus was born into the world to be Himself an offering 
according to the Father’s will. Luke tells the story of Mary 
visiting her older cousin Elizabeth, who, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, becomes the first to call her blessed. Filled with 
the Holy Spirit, let us focus our anticipation on God’s 
blessings. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 This weekend we are celebrating the 
Third Sunday of Advent.  This is also known as 
Gaudete Sunday.  It is a time for us to rejoice in 
God’s mercy.  It is also a very joyful time, 
because we are drawing closer to Christmas.  
This is why clergy wear rose vestments in place 
of the usually violet that we see during Advent.  
It is another way to emphasize how special this 
weekend is. 
 
 There is another important feast day being 
celebrated this weekend.  Unfortunately, that 
feast is suppressed this year, but it is worth taking 
some time to remember this one.  I am referring 
to the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  What do 
I mean when I say the feast is suppressed this 
year?  It means that since the feast falls on a 
Sunday, Gaudete Sunday takes priority and we 
celebrate that instead of the feast. 
 
 The feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe is a 
very important feast to our Hispanic community.  
We celebrate the appearance of the Blessed 
Mother to a poor farmer in Mexico.  The story of 
that appearance is very inspiring.  There are many 
other stories of amazing events after her 
appearance as well.  Even though we are not 
celebrating this feast as we usually do, it should 
not be completely forgotten.  I am encouraging 
everyone to take some time and read about the 
events connected to this important feast.  It is a 
great story. 



 
Third Sunday of Advent—GAUDETE SUNDAY 

PRAYERS REQUESTED 
We ask your prayers for Wayne Bouton, the husband 
of Kate Bouton, who passed away recently. Notes of 
sympathy can be sent to Kate at 2234 Bullock Hollow 
Road, Bristol, TN 37620. 
 
 
Correction:  The Roanoke telephone number listed in last 
week’s bulletin for Jim Yencha was incorrect… his new 
home number is:  540-595-9018. 
 
 

Senior High Youth Ministry 
& 

Junior High Youth Ministry 

• Dec. 12—NET Ministries Retreat (12:30pm-6:30pm) 
       — SHYM will attend the NET Retreat! 
       — Confirmation youth will attend the NET Retreat! 

• Dec. 19—NO SHYM/JHYM 

 Christmas Break 

• Dec. 26—NO SHYM/NO JHYM 

 Merry Christmas! 
• Jan. 2—NO SHYM/NO JHYM 

 Happy New Year! 

Diocesan Youth Conference (DYC) 
February 11-13, 2022 

DYC is a weekend event held each year to gather high 
school youth (Gr. 9-12) from all 145 parishes in the 
Richmond Diocese. The Conference is highly energetic, 
engaging, and an awesome opportunity for our teens to 
gather as a larger Church community and celebrate the 
amazing richness of our Catholic faith. Registration is now 
$195—Registration deadline is January 9! (Registration 
fee includes travel, lodging, and meals).  

Contact Laura Cochrane 
276-492-3095 or lauracochrane@stannes-bristol.org.   

 
 
HOLY HOUR: Make time this Advent to join us for 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Tuesdays, from 9a-10a 
in the church, following the 8:30a Mass. 
 

Free Advent and Christmas Materials Available 
Be sure to stop by the Religious Education Table in the 
commons after Masses to pick up free materials for 
Advent and Christmas. Check back every Sunday as new 
materials are provided, especially the weekly reflection 
materials. 
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
• Catechumens, Candidates, and Inquirers meet in the 

Great Room this Wednesday, Dec. 15, 5:45-7:15pm. 

• New Inquirers are asked to make an appointment with 
Sydney Farnum at 276-669-8200 ext. 32 or email 
sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org. 

 

“Gaudete” Sunday 
The Third Sunday of Advent is traditionally known as 
Gaudete Sunday, so-called from the first word of the 
antiphon at the Introit.  Gaudete (“Rejoice”), taken from the 
Latin translation of Philippians 4:4-5, sets a tone of joyful 
expectation for the Lord’s birth and Second Coming, as 
does the permitted use of rose-colored vestments. 
 

Rejoice! 

Rejoice in the Lord always; 
Again I will say, rejoice! 

Let your gentle spirit be known to all people. 
The Lord is near. 

(Phil. 4:4-5) 

 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE!! 
 NO confessions and NO weekday Mass this 

Thursday, Dec. 16th (Fr. Chris will be at Christ the 
King in Abingdon that evening helping with their 
Reconciliation Service.) 

 
 

New Scripture Study Group Begins! 
Thursday evenings 6:30pm-7:30pm 

We have heard many times that when we hear the readings 
proclaimed at Mass, it shouldn’t be the first time that week 
we’ve heard them. We are encouraged to prepare ourselves 
for Mass by reading and praying over the scripture readings 
prior to attending Mass.  Please join us on Thursday 
evenings, after Mass, approximately 6:30pm, at the 
Saint Vincent de Paul Center for one hour of study of 
the upcoming Sunday readings. No prior preparation is 
needed. Bring your bible.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 
If you have any questions about this scripture study, please 
contact Sydney Farnum at sydneyfarnum@stannes-
bristol.org or call 276-669-8200 ext. 32. 
 
 

Lighthouse Catholic Media 
CD of the Week: “God made Man” 

In this Christmas-themed presentation, Fr. Shannon Collins 
sheds new light on the biblical narratives of the birth of 
Jesus Christ, as well as the beautiful Christmas traditions of 
the Church. Find this CD and many others at the display on 
the religious education table in the commons. A $3 
donation per CD is appreciated. 
 
 

FRIENDLY REMINDER!!   
     If you ordered fudge or ornaments from our school 
students a few weeks ago, don’t forget to plan to pick 
them up the weekend of December 18/19. They’ll have a 
table in the hall by the Great Room on that weekend for you 
to pick up your orders after Masses.  
     IF YOU WILL BE OUT OF TOWN and unable to be at 
Mass that weekend, your orders will be taken to the parish 
office—and you can pick them up at the office (9a-4p) on 
Tuesday or Wednesday (Dec. 21/22). 
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MASS INTENTIONS for this WEEK 
Saturday, December 11 (Vigil:  3rd  Sunday of Advent) 
  5:30 p.m. Parishioners 

Sunday, December 12  (Third Sunday of Advent) 
  8:30 a.m. †Audrey Wilson 
11:30 a.m. †Emilia Cruz 
Tuesday, December 14  (Memorial: St. John of the Cross) 
  8:30 a.m.. †Slawomir Lendzioszek 

Wednesday, December 15  
  8:30 a.m. †Diane M. Blackburn 
(no weekday Mass Thursday, Dec. 16) 

Friday, December 17 

  8:30 a.m. †Virginia “Gin” Tester 

Saturday, December 18 (Vigil: 4th Sunday of Advent) 
  5:30 p.m. †Regina C. Finan 

Sunday, December 19  (Third Sunday of Advent) 
  8:30 a.m. Parishioners  
11:30 a.m. †Howard Smith 

 
 
 
 
 

E-Giving (Nov. 24-30) 
 Regular/Operating  $3,379 
 Christmas Holy Day  $   140 
 Bldg./Maintenance Reserve $     25 
 Catholic Schools 2nd Collection $   121 
 Bristol Faith in Action (BFIA) $    10 

Collection Report (Dec. 4/5) 
 Regular/Operating  $15,153 
 Catholic Schools 2nd Collection $  3,077 
 Holy Day Immaculate Conception $       55 
 Holy Day All Saints  $       20 
 Holy Day Christmas  $       75 
 Social Ministry 2nd Collection $       75 
 Military Archdiocese 2nd Coll. $       22 
 Commonwealth Catholic Charities $       45 
 Bristol Faith in Action (BFIA) $       75 
 
Second Collections: 
Dec. 18/19 St. Anne’s Social Ministry/Outreach 
Dec. 24/25 Commonwealth Catholic Charities 

Holy Days: There will be a collection for regular/operating at 
our Holy Day Christmas Masses (Dec. 24/25) for the operating 
fund and at the Solemnity of Mary Vigil Mass on Dec. 31. 
 

End-of-Year Statements for 2021 
Year-end is not too many weeks away!  Just a reminder that 
if you want donations on your statement for 2021 we need 
to receive them in the parish office NLT 5p on December 
31.  (Donations placed in the collection basket for the Holy 
Day Vigil Mass at 5:30p on Dec. 31 will be redorded on 
your 2022 statement.) 

Pope’s Intention for December 
Catechists. Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to 
announce the Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with 
courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
GRIEF SUPPORT—Are you grieving the loss of a 
loved one? If you are interested in joining our Grief 
Support Group, call the parish office at 276-669-8200 ext. 0 
or email stannes@stannes-bristol.org.   
 
This Week in Adult Faith Formation: 
Sunday, December 12: 

• SMARE (Sunday Morning Adult Religious Education) 
The History of the Catholic Church—The Church in 
the Age of Reason” 9:45-11:00am, School Library 

Tuesday, December 14: 

• Book Club:  “Jesus, The Apostles, and the Early 
Church” 10:30-11:30am, St. Vincent de Paul Center 

Wednesday, December 15: 

• NO Scripture Study this week. We will resume on 
January 12 with a study of  “The Word of God at 
Vatican II”, 1:00-2:30pm, St. Vincent de Paul Ctr.  
Sign-up in the commons to receive your book. 

• RCIA in the Great Room, 5:45-7:15pm 
Thursday, December 6: 

• Scripture Study to prepare for the Sunday readings:  
       6:30-7:30pm in the St. Vincent de Paul Center. 

And…. 24 hours every day www.formed.org online 
religious education for all ages: scripture studies, religious 
education programs, CDs, movies, and more. When you 
register, put in St. Anne as your organization and you will 
be covered with our subscription.  Register with your email.  
For more information about any of the above programs, 
please contact Sydney Farnum at 276-669-8200 ext. 32 or 
email her at sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org. 
 

“The Catholic Church: A History” 
Pius IX and Papal Infallibility—December 19 

The Italian Risorgimento (unification movement) and the 
rise of a wide range of new-isms (socialism, Marxism) were 
dealt with by Pius IX, pope from 1846-1878. He issued the 
famous Syllabus of Errors, which condemned large 
elements of modern thought and behavior. In 1869 he 
convoked the first council since Trent, and it established the 
dogma, much misunderstood ever since, of papal 
infallibility. To learn more, join our Sunday morning class. 
We meet in the School Library, 9:45-11:00am. You can 
join at any time. Weekly lessons are designed to stand alone 
so that you will learn without studying lessons that came 
prior. If you have any questions, please contact Sydney at 
sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org or 276-66-8200 ext. 32. 
 

PRAY for VOCATIONS!! 
Do you rejoice in the Lord?  

Is He asking you to consider a vocation as a priest?  
Call the Vocations Office at 804-359-5661 and speak with 
Father Brian Capuano, or email vocations@richmond 
diocese.org. 



 
Third Sunday of Advent—GAUDETE SUNDAY 

Christmas Flower Memorials 
If you would like to make a donation 
toward our Christmas Poinsettias in 
memory of or in honor of someone, 

please notify the parish office  
no later than 12noon this 

Wednesday, Dec. 15.  
These will be listed in  

our Sunday bulletin on Dec. 26. 
 
REMINDER… Bulletin Deadlines 
(Dec. 19th bulletin deadline is past, it was 3p on Dec. 10) 

For Dec. 26, deadline is 1p this Thursday, Dec. 16 
       (this bulletin is for Sunday Masses, not for Dec. 24/25) 
For Jan. 2, deadline is 9a on Thursday, Dec. 23 
 
Christmas Outreach:  If you forgot to bring in your 
Walmart gift cards this weekend for our outreach to help 
those in need, please bring by the office by close of 
business this Tuesday, Dec. 14. 

Looking Ahead… 

Christmas—Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord  
 is a Holy Day of Obligation.   
 Christmas Holy Day Masses are: 
     Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24 
  5 p.m., 8 p.m., 12 Midnight 
     Christmas Day, Saturday, Dec. 25 at 10 a.m. 

Our obligation to attend “Sunday” Mass doesn’t go away 
that weekend! Our Masses for the Feast of the Holy 
Family will be: Sunday, Dec. 26 at 8:30a & 11:30a    
(There will not be a 5:30 Mass on Sat. Dec. 25) 

Jan. 1 falls on Saturday this year, so the Solemnity of Mary 
Holy Day is not obligatory this year—we’ll have one Mass 
for this Holy Day: on Friday, Dec. 31 at 5:30 p.m. 
And our regular Mass Schedule for Epiphany weekend on 
Sat., Jan. 1 at 5:30 p.m. and Sun., Jan. 2 at 8:30a & 11:30a. 
 
 Father, make us like Mary,  
 Father, fill us with grace… 
 Make us open and empty  
  to receive Your Word each day  
 To give birth to Your Son,  
  to give birth to Your Jesus… 
 To give birth to Your Son, 
  to give Him to everyone. 
 

If you, or someone you personally know, is in 
need of assistance this Christmas, please contact 
the parish office by close of business on Tuesday, 
December 14 by calling Rosie M. at 276-669-8200 
ext. 0 or email  her at stannes@stannes-bristol.org. 


