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“Lord, have mercy”, we pray at the beginning of Mass, 
calling upon the Lord to have mercy on us in our sinfulness. 
Today we celebrate that divine mercy, the mercy that is 
stronger than any fault, any wrong, any sin, the mercy that 
always seeks to reconcile us with the Lord, the mercy that 
led God to send the Son to win us our salvation. Let us 
rejoice that we are always able to receive that tender mercy. 
 

Readings for this Week (April 12-17) 
Monday: Acts 4:23-31; John 3:1-8 
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37; John 3:7b-15 
     (or) - optional memorial: St. Martin I 
  2 Tm. 2:8-13, 3:10-12;  John 15:18-21 
Wednesday:  Acts 5:17-26; John 3:16-21 
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33; John 3:31-36 
Friday:  Acts 5:34-42; John 6:1-15 
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7; John 6:16-21 
 

Scripture for next Sunday—3rd Sunday of Easter 
Acts 3:13-15, 17-19 
 The author of life you put to death, but God raised 
 him from the dead. 
Psalm 4 
 “Lord, let your face shine on us.” 
1 John 2:1-5a 
 Jesus Christ is expiation not for our sins only but 
 for those of the whole world. 
Luke 24:35-48 
 Thus it was written that the Christ would suffer  
 and rise from the dead on the third day. 

Our readings next Sunday take us back in time to the days 
that followed Jesus’ resurrection. Peter preached in the 
temple, promising forgiveness for those who repent and 
convert.  John wrote to the early Christian community, 
promising the love of God to those who keep the 
commandments.  Before all this, Jesus appeared to his 
disciples, assuring them of his bodily presence and 
charging them to testify in his name to the whole world.  Let 
us listen next Sunday, knowing we are called to do the 
same. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMINDER: Address Changes in Bristol, VA 
The city of Bristol, VA is changing addresses for many of 
our parishioners (and for the parish and school!). IF you 
received a letter that your address will be changing, please 
notify the office so that we can update our records… call 
276-669-8200 ext. 0 or email stannes@stannes-bristol.org. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 I want to revisit a topic I have addressed 
before.  It has been on my mind a lot this past week, 
because I have been hearing so much about it.  I have 
often said that I do not think the labels of 
conservative and liberal should be used in the 
Church.  We should be careful about how we use 
them anywhere, because we are missing so much 
when we do.  I am hearing more and more labels 
being used to describe people.  Woke, far right, far 
left, or even socialist. 
 
 First off, who can say that they fully 
understand what all of these words mean?  They are 
being thrown around so much, and they give an 
impression about who a person is, but do we really 
know what it means?  Even more important, do we 
know the person on which the label is being applied? 
 

 Here is why I am bothered by this.  We need 
more dialogue.  We need more people who are 
willing to take the time to get to know people who 
disagree with them and learn why they feel the way 
they do.  When we slap a label on another person it is 
an excuse not to get to know them.  We do not need 
to get to know them, because the label already tells 
us all we need to know. 
 
 Does it really work that way?  Okay, I can 
place a one word label on another person that defines 
who this person is.  Does that label tell me what is 
more important to this person?  Does the label tell me 
what this person's greatest fears are?  Does the label 
tell me how this person lives everyday?  Most 
important of all, does a label tell me why this person 
disagrees with others and how we might find 
common ground in our discussions?  I do not think 
so.  I think the labels convince us we do not have to 
learn these answers.   
 
 As long as we refuse to look at these things, 
there is not much hope for healing the division that 
exists in our country. 



 
Second Sunday of Easter—DIVINE MERCY 

This Week in Adult Faith Formation: 

Sunday, April 11: 
• NO SMARE.  SMARE (Sunday Morning Adult 

Religious Education) resumes on May 2 as we begin 
our study of the History of the Catholic Church.  
9:45a-11:00a in the Great Room. 

Tuesday, April 13: 
• Book Club:  “No Greater Love — A Biblical Walk 

through Christ’s Passion”, 10:30a-11:30a at the 
Brady Youth Center. 

Wednesday, April 14: 
• Scripture Study:  1:00p-2:30p at the Monsignor 

Hickie Center. “Women in the Old Testament”.  All 
are welcome to join the group!  If you are new to the 
group, please contact Clint Smith at 423-366-2510 or 
email popper.1946@gmail.com to register prior to 
attending. Thank you! 

• RCIA:  5:45p-7:15p in the Great Room. 

And… 24 hours every day www.formed.org online 
religious education for all ages: scripture studies, religious 
education programs, CDs, movies, and more. When you 
register, put in St. Anne as your organization and you will 
be covered with our subscription. Register with your email. 
For more information about any of the above programs, 
email sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org or call 276-669-
8200 ext. 32. 
 
 

Weekday Masses: 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday at 8:30 a.m. 

Thursday at 6 p.m. 

Weekend Masses: 
Saturday:  5:30 p.m. and Sunday: 8:30a & 11:30a 

All Masses except the 11:30a on Sunday are livestreamed 
and posted on our parish YouTube & Facebook links on our 

parish website at www.stannes-bristol.org 
 

Confessions: 
Tuesday 5-6p, Thursday 5-5:30p, Saturday 3:30-4p 

  
FACE MASKS ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL 5+ 

(covering mouth and nose) 
at all times when in any St. Anne’s buildings;  

and also outside on our property if within  
6 ft. of someone who is not in your household. 

Thanks for your  
understanding cooperation!! 

 
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

 Catechumens, Candidates, and Inquirers meet this 
Wednesday, April 14, at 5:45pm in the Great Room. 

 New Inquirers are asked to make an appointment with 
Sydney Farnum at 276-669-8200 ext. 32 or email her at 
sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org 

 
 
 
 

God’s blessings and our best wishes to 
Joshua Thomas Cook & Carlyn Callahan Biggs 

who were married here this weekend. 
 

 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

For those joining our livestream we invite you to unite with 
us by praying the following prayer during Communion: 
 My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present 
  in the Most Blessed Sacrament.    
 I love You above all things and I desire  
  to possess You  within my soul. 
 Since I am unable at this moment to receive  
  You sacramentally, come at least 
  spiritually into my heart.  
 I embrace You as being already there,  
  and unite myself wholly to You.  
 Never permit me to be separated from You. 
  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ATTENTION BLOOD DONORS!!   
If you haven’t donated in the past few months, there are  
two upcoming opportunities to Give the Gift of Life: 

 Monday, April 12 (yes—THIS MONDAY!) 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. at the future home of Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino (500 Gate City Hwy., Bristol, VA—the site of 
the former Bristol Mall).  Donors will receive a snack 
and an EXCLUSIVE  “Hard Rock—Bristol a Good  

      Place to Live” T-shirt. 

 Wednesday, May 5 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at Virginia 
Middle School (located at 501 Piedmont Ave., on the 
corner of Euclid & Piedmont, just a few blocks from 
Saint Anne’s).  All donors will receive a snack and a 
“Blood Donors have a chill state of mind” T-shirt. 

 
Appointments to donate blood at the Blood Drives on 
April 12 and May 5 are preferred:  Contact Marsh 
Regional Blood Center at 423-652-0014 or visit www. 
marshblood.com. (Walk-ins will be accommodated as 
capacity allows). 
 
Recovered from COVID-19?  
Donate convalescent plasma to help patients in our region 
fighting the virus. For more information, please contact 
Marsh at 423-408-7517. 
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Saturday, April 10  (Vigil of Divine Mercy Sunday) 
  5:30 p.m. †Marie Angerosa 
Sunday, April 11 (2nd Sunday of Easter / Divine Mercy) 
  8:30 a.m. Spec. Int. for Charlotte Schaaf (birthday) 
11:30 a.m. Parishioners 
Tuesday, April 13 
  8:30 a.m. †Joseph F. Smith 
Wednesday, April 14 
 8:30 a.m. †Darrell Pendergrass 
Thursday, April 15 
  6:00 p.m. †Betty P. Miller and †Ann P. Rogers 
Friday, April 16 
  8:30 a.m. †Joan Wagner 
Saturday, April 17  (Vigil of 3rd Sunday of Easter) 
  5:30 p.m. Dolores “Dee” Smith 
Sunday, April 18 (Third Sunday of Easter) 
  8:30 a.m. †Jean Miles 
11:30 a.m. Parishioners 

 
Women in the Old Testament 

begins April 14 
While the men of the Old Testament often garner the most 
attention, the women of the Old Testament become all the 
more worthy of our interest because we have to dig deeper 
to recover their special contribution to the annals of faith.  
Their stories are all the more remarkable in that they arise 
from historical eras that crimped their options in 
influencing or changing the flow of history.  The women of 
this study can be bold and decisive, also meek and faithful, 
but they are always compelled to act in ways that bring 
about change.  God’s saving deeds often came through the 
mind and will of amazing women using limited resources.  
To join this study group, please call or text Clint Smith at 
423-366-2510 or email him at popper.1946@gmail.com.  
Returning members do not need to re-register.  Don’t forget 
to wear your face mask and we will be socially distanced. 
 
 

Retreat:  The Heart of Mary — Spend a weekend 
deepening your understanding and devotion to the Blessed 
Mother. Find out why so many people today seek out Mary 
for peace, direction, and hope, and how she might be able to 
give the same to you.  From May 7–9, the Catholic 
Conference Center in Hickory, NC is offering a weekend 
retreat—a perfect gift to share with your mother for 
Mother’s Day.  To dovetail with your particular Mother’s 
Day plans, there are options for one night or two, plus some 
for commuter sessions and even a separate Mother’s Day 
Sunday brunch. In addition to powerful talks, you’ll be able 
to enjoy their beautiful setting in full springtime bloom and 
delicious full-course meals prepared by their own Executive 
Chef.  Visit www.catholicconfeence.org/mary or email 
info@catholicconference.org or call 828-327-7441 for more 
information.  (The Catholic Conference Center is owned 
and operated by the Catholic Diocese of Charlotte.  Events 
comply with all COVID related orders and protocols.) 

What IS Divine Mercy Sunday? 

In a series of revelations to St. Maria Faustina Kowalska in 
the 1930’s, our Lord called for a special feast day to be 
celebrated on the Sunday after Easter.  Today, we know that 
feast as Divine Mercy Sunday, named by Pope Saint John 
Paul II at the canonization of St. Faustina April 30, 2000. 
Nevertheless, Divine Mercy Sunday is NOT a feast based 
solely on St. Faustina’s revelations.  Indeed, it is not 
primarily about St. Faustina, nor is it altogether a new feast.  
The Second Sunday of Easter was already a solemnity as 
the Octave Day of Easter.  The title “Divine Mercy Sunday” 
does, however, highlight the meaning of the day. 
 
Liturgically, the Easter Octave has always been centered on 
the theme of Divine Mercy and forgiveness.  Divine Mercy 
Sunday, therefore, points us to the merciful love of God that 
lies behind the whole Paschal Mystery — the whole 
mystery of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ—
made present for us in the Eucharist.  In this way, it also 
sums up the whole Easter Octave.  As Pope St. John Paul II 
pointed out in his Regina Caeli address on the 2nd Sunday 
of Easter/Divine Mercy Sunday in 1995 “the whole octave 
of Easter is like a single day”, and the Octave Sunday is 
meant to be a day of “thanksgiving for the goodness God 
has shown to man in the whole Easter mystery.” 
 
Given the liturgical appropriateness of the title “Divine 
Mercy Sunday” for the Octave of Easter, therefore, the 
Holy See did not give this title to the Second Sunday of 
Easter merely as an “option”.  Rather, the decree issued on 
May 5, 2000, by the Sacred Congregation for Divine 
Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments clearly states:  
“the Supreme Pontiff John Paul II has graciously 
determined that in the Roman Missal, after the title Second 
Sunday of Easter, there shall henceforth be added the 
appellation ‘or (that is) Divine Mercy Sunday’… 
 
 
 



 
Second Sunday of Easter—DIVINE MERCY 

 
 
 
Many thanks to everyone who helped with our Holy Week 
and Easter liturgies — and special thanks to Saint Anne’s 
parishioners for your participation (here at the church and 
online) — May God bless you for your ongoing support 
and generosity to us!! 
 
 
 
 
 

Collection Report  (Mail-in, drop-off, Masses April 1-4) 
 Regular/Operating  $13,489 
 Holy Day/Easter   $11,185.27 
 Holy Thursday/local poor  $  2,570 
 School 2nd Collection  $  2,302 
 Catholic Virginian  $     217 
 Catholic Relief Svcs.  $       70 
 Bristol Faith in Action  $       75 

E-Giving (April 1-7) 
 Regular/Operating  $6,016 
 Holy Day/Easter   $   528 
 Holy Thursday/local poor  $   271 
 School 2nd Collection  $   613 
 Catholic Virginian  $   100 
 Bristol Faith in Action  $   100 
 Bldg/Maintenance Reserve $   100 

St. Anne Catholic Church 
Contact Information   

Pastor:       Father Chris Hess 
Phone:       276-669-8200  (general voicemail—ext. 0) 
Address:  *350 Euclid Ave., Bristol, VA 24201 
Website:    www.stannes-bristol.org 
Email:        stannes@stannes-bristol.org 

School:       276-669-0048 
Address:  *300 Euclid Ave., Bristol, VA 24201 
Website:     stanneschoolbristol.org 
Email:         schooloffice@stanneschoolbristol.org 
Principal:   Ms. Billie Schneider 

       *(addresses will change after April 30, 2021) 


