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Our season of fervent anticipation is nearly over. The 
promise of these four weeks, the coming of our Lord 
and Savior, will soon be reaching its fulfillment.  Have 
we prepared a place in our hearts for Him even as we 
have made preparations for the holiday? Once more 
we hear Mary accept the invitation to bear the Son of 
God. Let her response be a model for us to accept 
God’s invitation to bear Christ to one another. 
 
 

Weekday Readings for this Week 
Monday: Sg. 2:8-14 (or) Zep. 3:14-18a;   Luke 1:39-45 
Tuesday: 1 Sm. 1:24-28;     Luke 1:46-56 
Wednesday: Mal. 3:1-4, 23-24;   Luke 1:57-66 
 

 

Scripture Readings for Christmas  
(Christmas Eve & Christmas Day) 

Isaiah 9:1-6 
 A son is given us. 
Psalm 96 
 Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord. 
Titus 2:11-14 
 The grace of God has appeared to all. 
Luke 2:1-14 
 Today a Savior has been born for you. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Weekday Masses this Week 
We will have Weekday Mass on Tuesday & Wednesday, 
December 22 & 23, at 8:30 a.m. in the Church. 
 

St. Anne School Christmas Break 
Saint Anne’s School is on Christmas Break until January 4! 

 
 

Light of Christ 
Local churches are inviting you to shine the light of 
Christ in the world on Christmas Eve — go outside at 
8:30 p.m. with a lit candle to sing a verse of silent 
night and a verse of Joy to the World. 

A Message  
from Father Chris 

 I uploaded a new video this past week 
speaking about the importance of the Mass and 
what it means to us as Catholics.  I chose to do this 
not only because of recent comments made by 
Governor Northam, but also because it is 
something we do not discuss enough.  I am so sad 
that we are still not able to gather for the Mass as 
we used to.  I am sad that Christmas is going to be 
so different this year.  I will truly miss the music 
and the choir as it had been in the past.  I do 
understand the need for this, but it is still sad. 
 
 As I write this, I want to especially thank 
those who are continuing to join us on the live 
stream.  You are the ones making the biggest 
sacrifice in all of this.  I miss seeing you in the 
pews, but I am happy that you are continuing to 
join us in some form.  This is one more thing that 
continues to prove to me how strong our 
community at St. Anne’s is.  This gives me great 
confidence that we will get through this and be 
stronger than ever when all this is over. 
 
 So much is different this year, but there are 
some things that will never change.  We will 
always be a strong community of faith.  Thank you 
to everyone who has done so much to help keep 
this community strong.  I hope you all have a 
wonderful and safe Christmas holiday. 



 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to make a donation toward our 
Christmas flowers in memory of, or in honor of 
someone, please notify the parish office (276-669-
8200 ext. 0) or stannes@stannes-bristol.org by 4pm 
this Tuesday, December 21. (We just need to know 
who it is for and who it is from by Dec. 21; you can 
send in donation later, mark as “Flowers”.  These will 
be listed in the bulletin the weekend of Dec. 27, the 
Feast of the Holy Family). 
 
The Parish Office will be open this Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday (Dec. 21-23) from 9a to 4 p.m.  The office will 
be closed Dec. 24, 25, 28, 29, and Jan. 1. 
When the office is closed, an emergency number is listed at 
276-669-8200 ext. 0. 
 
Confessions:   Tuesday (Dec. 22) 5-6 p.m.  
  Saturday (Dec. 19 & 26) 3:30-4 p.m. 
  NO Confessions Dec. 24, Dec. 29, Dec. 31 
 
 
 
 
Everyone (age 5+) attending Mass or Confessions or 
meetings or any gatherings in the church, school or 
any of our buildings is required to wear a face 
covering, and it needs to be worn properly (covering 
mouth and nose)…  Thanks for your understanding 
and cooperation!! 
 
All Faith Formation/Religious Education offerings 
are on Christmas Break for the next two weeks and 
will resume as follows: 
• Mystagogy resumes on Sunday January 3 

• Book Club resumes on Tuesday January 5 

• Scripture Study resumes on Wednesday January 6 

• RCIA resumes on Wednesday January 6 

• Confirmation Preparation resumes Sunday Jan. 10 

• And… 24 hours every day www.formed.org online 
religious education for all ages: scripture studies, 
religious education programs, CDs, movies, and more. 
When you register, put in St. Anne as your organization 
and you will be covered with our subscription.  Register 
with your email. 

For more information about any of the above 
programs, email sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org or 
call 276-669-8200 ext. 32. 
 
Attention Catholic Men:  
 Want to join the Knights of Columbus?  
     Free online membership extended until 12/31/2020.  
     Go to KOFC.ORG/JOIN; use Promo Code: PNELSON 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For the Christmas Holy Day 

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 
5 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Christmas Day, Dec. 24 
11 a.m. 

As previously announced, due to the pandemic 
restrictions/guidelines, and in order to allow the 
maximum number of seats while maintaining social 
distancing, this year— 

Attendance at our Christmas Masses  
is by prior Reservation Only 

We plan to livestream the 5 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass 
and then post to the parish webpage (YouTube 
Channel & Facebook); and we will also livestream 
the 11a Mass Christmas Day. 
 
For Reservations for Christmas Masses call the  
office during office hours (276-669-8200 ext 0) and 
speak with Rosie Mansfield.   We’ll need to know the 
Mass you plan to attend & # in your household to be 
seated together. You will need to all arrive and enter 
the building together to be seated together. You do 
need to arrive early so everyone has been seated and 
Mass begins on time.  Once Mass begins, we will not 
be able to allow anyone to enter the building. 
 
As of 12/18/2020, we’ve reached capacity for seats in 
the church at 5pm and are close to capacity in the 
commons.  At 8:30pm a few seats are still open in  
church; seats are still available in church at 11am.  
Once we are at capacity in the church & commons 
we can seat in the Great Room & livestream there if 
needed.   (If we have cancellations/changes, we will 
move folks accordingly.) 
 
**IF YOU MADE A RESERVATION and need to 
CANCEL or change the Number of people* on your 
reservation, please notify the office as soon as 
possible!  (*we most likely cannot add to your 
number, but if you have fewer in your party it may 
open a seat for someone else.)  OR IF YOU HAVE 
FORGOTTEN which Mass or the number of seats 
you reserved—please contact the office!! 
 

Enter through double doors at main parking lot. 
Face Covering for everyone age 5+ required. 

 
If you are not feeling well on Dec. 24/25, even 

though you have a reservation, please do not attend. 
Thanks!! 
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Donations deposited 12/14/2020 
 Regular/Operating  $8,574 
 Immaculate Conception Holy Day $2,269 
 Christmas Holy Day  $1,750 
 School Second Collection  $   525 
 Social Ministry Second Collection $   310 
 Commonwealth Catholic Charities $   260 
 Memorials   $   300 

E-Giving (December 9-15) 
 Regular/Operating  $5,729 
 Immaculate Conception  $   103 
 Christmas Holy Day  $   100 
 School Second Collection  $   203 
 Military Archdiocese  $     60 
 Social Ministry   $     65 
 Bristol Faith in Action  $   100 
 Bldg./Maintenance Reserve $     60 
 
SECOND COLLECTIONS: 

 This weekend (Dec. 19/20) for St. Anne’s Social Ministry 
which helps our parish provide outreach to the local poor 
throughout the year 

 At our Christmas Masses (Dec. 24/25) our 2nd collection is 
for Commonwealth Catholic Charities 

 January 2/3 (1st Sunday of the Month) our 2nd collection 
will be for St. Anne Catholic School. 

HOLY DAY collections (for Operating Fund) taken up on 
   Christmas Dec. 24/25 and on Jan. 1  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Many thanks to all who helped with our Christmas 
Giving Tree outreach by sending in gift cards and 
donations for gift cards.  We were able to bring 
Christmas joy to well over 200 families thanks to 
your kindness.   May God bless you for your 
generosity to those in need! 
 
 

BULLETIN SPONSORS:   
During the pandemic we are printing the bulletins in-house 
since we can’t hand out at Masses—we do want to thank 
those who have generously sponsored our bulletin when we  
were sending to the publisher:  

Weberling and Associates                 Stone & Stone Svcs. 

Knights of Columbus, #6695        Bristol Columbian Ctr. 

In Touch Therapeutic Massage       BurWil Construction 

Mia Johnson, Realtor/Prop.Mgr    Akard Funeral Home 

Gastroenterology Associates           Tri-City Security Co. 

Dr. Todd Cooper                                  Hilton Garden Inn                

Friendship Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge       Kobé Steak House       

Mountain Empire Eye Physicians 

Baptism Preparation Class—January 2 
Our next Baptismal Preparation Class is scheduled for 
Saturday, January 2, 2pm-4pm in the Great Room.  If 
you have a child under the age of 7 who needs baptism or 
you are expecting the birth of your child soon, please plan 
to attend.  To register, please call Sydney Farnum at 276-
669-8200 ext. 32 or email sydneyfarnum@stannes-
bristol.org no later than Wednesday, December 30. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, Dec. 19  (Vigil: 4th Sunday of Advent) 
  5:30 p.m.  †Tonette Davidson 
Sunday, Dec. 13  (Fourth Sunday of Advent) 
  8:30 a.m.  †Rev. Msgr. Michael Yunk and †Grace Bickel 
11:30 a.m.  Parishioners 
Tuesday, Dec. 22 
  8:30 a.m.  †Rita Mansfield 
Wednesday, December 23 
  8:30 a.m.  †Helen Bizzotti 
Thursday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) 
  5:00 p.m. †Neal Jewell 
  8:30 p.m.  Parishioners 
Friday, December 24 (Christmas Day) 
 11:00 a.m. †Gina Rossetti 
Saturday, December 26  (Vigil: Holy Family) 
  5:30 p.m.  Parishioners 
Sunday, December 27 (Feast of the Holy Family) 
  8:30 a.m.  †Gina Rossetti 
11:30 a.m.  †Vivian Meyer 
 

“Scripture and the Rosary” 
New study to begin January 13 

Nothing enriches the contemplation of the mysteries of 
the rosary like encountering them at their source in 
Sacred Scripture. Join us as five scripture passages 
from the New Testament are explored for each set of 
the rosary’s mysteries: the Joyful, the Sorrowful, the 
Luminous, and the Glorious.  We meet on 
Wednesdays, 1:00pm-2:30pm in the Monsignor 
Hickie Center (bingo hall).  Please contact Clint 
Smith to let him know you will be joining the group.  
You can contact Clint at popper.1946@gmail.com or 
by calling/ texting 423-366-2510.  Don’t forget to wear 
your mask! 
 
 
 Parish Contact information: 
 St. Anne Catholic  Church 
 350 Euclid Ave., Bristol, VA 24201 
 Office main phone:  276-669-8200 ext. 0 
 Parish email:  stannes@stannes-bristol.org 
 Website: stannes-bristol.org 
 Pastor:  Rev. Christopher M. Hess 



 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Scripture for next Sunday — Holy Family 
Genesis 15:1-6, 21:1-3 
     The Lord’s promise to  Abram and Sarah is fulfilled. 
Psalm 105 
     “The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.” 
Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 
     The faith of Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac. 
Luke 2:22-40 
     The child grew and became strong. 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present  
in the Most Blessed Sacrament.    

I love You above all things and I desire  
to possess You within my soul.  

Since I am unable at this moment  
to receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as being already there,  
and unite myself wholly to You. Amen. 

 
Looking ahead a bit… 
 No weekday Masses Dec. 29, 30, 31. 
 Holy Day Mass for Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 

Mother of God, will be Friday, Jan. 1 at 11 a.m. 
 (we will not have a Vigil Mass Dec. 31 this year) 
 (the 11 a.m. Mass on Jan. 1 will be livestreamed) 

  We wish you a most Blessed 
     and Merry Christmas.... 
  Thank you for all you do for         
    us and for St. Anne’s parish! 

             Fr. Chris & Staff 
 
 
 


