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Living in an age well before the internet or social media, 
the magi from the East relied upon a single star as a sign 
that a king had been born.  The heavens revealed to these 
learned foreigners that a matter of great import had 
occurred in Judea.  Today we celebrate the revelation of the 
birth of our Lord to the outside world, to us.  The light over 
the little town of Bethlehem has revealed the light of the 
world to the ends of the earth. 
 

Readings for this Week (Jan. 4-9) 

MONDAY: (Memorial: St Elizabeth Ann Seton) 
  Deut. 10:8-9; Matthew 11:25-30 

TUESDAY: (Memorial: St. John Neumann) 
  Isaiah 6:1-8; Matthew 28:16-20 

WEDNESDAY: 1 John 4:11-18; Mark 6:45-52 

THURSDAY: 1 John 4:19-5:4; Luke 4:14-22a 

FRIDAY: 1 John 5:5-13; Luke 5:12-16 

SATURDAY: 1 John 5:14-21; John 3:22-30 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
In addition to the memorials listed in last Sunday’s bulletin, 

donations were also received… 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 

Clara & James Pearson (parents) 
 Given by Joan Thibodeaux 
Barry Brady, Annette Mellett, and 

Rosamond & Dennie Fagan 
 Given by a parishioner/anonymous 
 
 

HOLY HOUR  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

this Tuesday, Jan. 5 
9a—10a 

(following the 8:30a Mass) 
 

Start the New Year  
in Prayer to our Lord! 

 
 

Pope Francis’ Monthly Prayer Intention  
January 2021 

Human fraternity.  May the Lord give us the grace to live 
in full fellowship with our brothers and sisters of other 
religions, praying for one another, open to all. 

 
 
 
 

 

 This week I was listening to Mark 
Halperin.  He is  a political pundit and somewhat 
controversial figure.  Regardless of what you may 
think of him, he is promoting a new idea that I 
love.  He is trying to promote a movement he 
calls Presumption of Grace.  It may sound like a 
religious movement.  In some ways it is, but it is 
something than can and should appeal to all 
people regardless of their religious beliefs. 
 
 The basic idea behind this movement is to 
replace a presumption of hate with a presumption 
of grace.  He is of the opinion, and I totally agree, 
that we are becoming a society that is becoming 
far too comfortable treating each other in ways 
that are uncivil, rude, and hateful.  This is 
especially true on social media platforms. 
 
 In many ways social media has made this 
even worse.  It is far too easy to respond harshly 
to someone when we do not know them and 
cannot see their face.  There is nothing wrong 
with disagreeing with someone.  Sometimes this 
is even a good thing.  However, as I often say, 
disagreement is not the same thing as hate.  Even 
when we disagree, we need to respond to them in 
a civil way that continues to respect human 
dignity. 
 
 I am sure I will be writing more about this 
in the future, because it is so important.  I will 
close with this thought.  I mentioned that this is 
not necessarily a religious movement and that it 
should appeal to all people.  However, it is 
definitely grounded in what we believe as 
Christians.  We are all created in the image and 
likeness of our God.  Whatever we do to another 
person, we do to the image of God.  We are 
called to recognize the image of our creator in all 
people, and especially to treat all people in a way 
that respects that image. 



 

The EPIPHANY of the LORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EPIPHANY!! 
The word “epiphany” comes from the Greek 
epiphainen, a verb that means “to shine upon”, “to 
manifest”, or “to make known”.  Thus, the feast of the 
Epiphany celebrates the many ways that Christ has 
made Himself known to the world! 
 
A Message to those not currently able  
to join us in the church for liturgy… 
We miss you!  We understand and support your personal 
decisions — those in vulnerable health situations, the 
elderly, those awaiting surgical procedures, (or caring for 
those in those categories) are encouraged to not come to 
Mass…...AND anyone who is NOT FEELING WELL, or 
who could have been exposed to someone with COVID-19   
should NOT come to Mass!  So if you are joining us on our 
livestream (or watching another Mass on the internet or on 
television) we invite you to unite with us by praying the 
following prayer during Communion: 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present  
in the Most Blessed Sacrament.    

I love You above all things and I desire  
to possess You within my soul.  
Since I am unable at this moment  

to receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as being already there,  

and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 
 
 

Daily Readings & Meditation  
     Although the Word Among Us can no longer post the 
readings online without a subscription, they are still 
providing access to a daily Meditation at no charge on 
their website at  www.wau.org.   
     The Daily Readings are available at no charge on the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops website at 
www.usccb.org. 

St. Anne’s School Resumes this 
Monday, January 4!!! 

 
 

This Week in Adult Faith Formation 
Tuesday, January 5 
 Book Club:  Jesus of Nazareth—The Infancy 

Narratives, 10:30a-11:30a at the Brady Youth Center. 
Wednesday, January 6 
 Scripture Study: “The Book of Revelation”  1:00p-

2:30p at the Monsignor Hickie Center.  All are 
welcome to join the group—contact Clint Smith if you 
would like to join at popper.1946@gmail.com or 423-
366-2510. 

 RCIA:  545p-7:15p in the Great Room. 

And… 24 hours every day www.formed.org online 
religious education for all ages: scripture studies, religious 
education programs, CDs, movies, and more.  Register with 
your email as a member of St. Anne and you will be 
allowed access under our subscription.  Any questions, 
please contact Sydney at 276-669-8200 ext. 32 or sydney 
farnum@stannes-bristol.org. 
 
 
 
 

 

Baptism Preparation Class 
Saturday, **January 9** 
(** note change of date**) 

Baptismal Preparation Class is scheduled for next 
Saturday, Jan. 9, 2 p.m.– 4 p.m. in the Great Room.  
If you have a child under the age of 7 who needs 
baptism or you are expecting the birth of your child 
soon, please plan to attend.  To register, please call 
Sydney Farnum at 276-669-8200 ext. 32 or email   
sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org no later than 
Wednesday, January 6. 

 
 

“Scripture and the Rosary” 
New study to begin January 13 

Nothing enriches the contemplation of the mysteries of the 
rosary like encountering them at their source in Sacred 
Scripture. Join us as five scripture passages from the New 
Testament are explored for each set of the rosary’s 
mysteries: the Joyful, the Sorrowful, the Luminous, and the 
Glorious.  We meet on Wednesdays, 1:00pm-2:30pm in 
the Monsignor Hickie Center (bingo hall).  Please contact 
Clint Smith to let him know you will be joining the group.  
You can contact Clint by email at popper.1946@gmail.com 
or by calling/texting 423-366-2510.  Don’t forget to wear 
your mask! 
 
 

PRAY for VOCATIONS!! 
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Saturday, January 2 (Vigil of Epiphany) 
  5:30 p.m. †Pat Owens 
Sunday, January 3 (Epiphany of the Lord)  
  8:30 a.m. †Bill Green 
11:30 a.m. Parishioners 
Tuesday, January 5 
  8:30 a.m. †Susan Mellett 
Wednesday, January 6 
  8:30 a.m. †Dan Dutcher 
Thursday, January 7 
  6:00 p.m. †Mary Belle Jackson 
Friday, January 8 
  8:30 a.m. †Walter Lee Monk, Jr. 
Saturday, January 9  (Vigil of Baptism of the Lord) 
  5:30 p.m. Parishioners 
Sunday, January 10  (Feast of the Baptism of the Lord) 
  8:30 a.m. †Gerlinde Hinkle 
11:30 a.m. †Vivian Meyer 
 

2021 Catholic Calendars 
“Feasts & Saints” 

Many thanks to Rose Marie & Bill Burriss and to 
Marilyn & Tony Broglio for co-sponsoring our 
Catholic Calendars again this year.  If you would like a 
Catholic Calendar for this New Year—please contact 
the parish office at 276-669-8200 ext. 0 or email 
stannes@stannes-bristol.org. 
 
A Special Note... 
I would like to thank the many parishioners who sent me 
Christmas cards and who continue to keep me in your 
prayers.  I will be going back in the hospital January 11 for 
another procedure and appreciate your ongoing prayers. 
    God bless you! 
     Charlie Duff 
 
 
REMINDERS: 
• Weekend Masses: Sat. 530p & Sun. 8:30a & 1130a 
• Weekday Masses: Tues/Wed/Fri 830a & Thurs. 6p 
• (All Masses except Sunday 11:30a are livestreamed) 
• Confessions: Tues. 5-6p, Thurs. 5-530p, Sat. 3:30-4p 
• Parish Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9a to 4p 
 
Everyone age 5+ required to properly wear face mask when 
in any of St. Anne’s buildings AND wear outside on our 
property if within 6 ft. of someone not in your household. 
 
 

Parish Contact Information 
 Address: 350 Euclid Ave., Bristol, VA 24201 
 Phone:    276-669-8200 ext. 0  
 Email:     stannes@stannes-bristol.org 
 Website:  stannes-bristol.org 
 Pastor:     Rev. Christopher M. Hess 
 

Many thanks to all of you for your  
ongoing generosity and support this past year.   

We greatly appreciate your kindness to Saint Anne’s.   
Since we are currently unable to have items “picked up” in 
the commons due to pandemic guidelines, the 2020 end-of-
year statements will be mailed this year—later in January. 
Donations received in the mail and postmarked 2020, will 
be posted to 2020.  By law any donations postmarked or 
dropped off in 2021 will be recorded as a 2021 donation. 
 
 
 
 

Donations deposited 12/29/2020 
(mail-in, drop-off, Masses Dec. 24, 25, 26, 27) 

 Regular Operating    $  9,559.25 
 Christmas Holy Day    $11,036.00 
 Immaculate Conception Holy Day   $       65.00 
 Commonwealth Catholic Charities   $  1,548.00 
 School 2nd Collection    $     210.00 
 St. Anne’s Social Ministry/2nd Coll. $     342.00 
 Christmas Poinsettia donations   $  1,840.00 

Donations deposited 12/31/2020 (mail-in/drop-off) 
 Regular Operating  $2,900 
 Christmas Holy Day  $5,395 
 Immaculate Conception Holy Day $    20 
 All Saints Holy Day  $    20 
 Military Archdiocese 2nd coll. $    70 
 Mission Cooperative 2nd coll. $   120 
 Commonwealth Catholic Charities  $1,095 
 School 2nd Collection  $     85 
 St. Anne’s Social Ministry/2ndColl $     35 

E-Giving (Dec. 24-31, 2020) 
 Regular/Operating  $8,678 
 School 2nd Collection  $5,150 
 Bldg.Fund/Maintenance Reserve $     25 
 Commonwealth Catholic Charities $   310 
 Christmas Holy Day  $   443 
 St. Anne’s Social Ministry/2ndColl $     50 

Second Collections: January 2021 
 January 3 (this weekend) - St. Anne’s School 
 January 24—Respect Life 

GIVING TREE 
St. Anne’s parishioners have again been so very generous to 
help those in need in our local community… the total you 
contributed this year to our Giving Tree outreach was 
$5,155 in monetary donations and $3,380 in gift cards.  
May God bless you for your goodness!! 
 

Fuel & Hunger Fund 
Catholic Diocese of Richmond 

This past week we received $7,000 in Grant Money from 
the diocese’ Fuel & Hunger Fund.  These funds are to be 
used for direct assistance and cannot be used for operating 
or administrative costs.  As in past years, we had applied for 
grant funds on behalf of Bristol Faith In Action.  We will 
forward this to BFIA as part of our annual pledge to them to 
support their efforts to help those in need in our local 
community.  Special thanks to Eileen Panasewicz who took 
care of the grant application for us. 



 

The EPIPHANY of the LORD 

Scripture for next Sunday 
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

“Year B” readings: 
Isaiah 55:1-11 
   Come to the water. 
Responsorial:  Isaiah 12  
   You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation. 
1 John 5:1-9 
   To love God is to keep God’s commandments. 
Mark 1:7-11 
   The Spirit of God descends like a dove. 

“A. B, C” readings: 
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 
   Here is my servant. 
Psalm 29 
   The Lord will bless his people with peace 
Acts 10:34-38 
   God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and power. 
Mark 1:7-11 
   The Spirit of God descends like a dove. 

(As this bulletin goes to print, not sure which option —the “B” or 
the “ABC” readings — that Fr. Chris will use next weekend.) 
 

The Baptism of the Lord is celebrated as a Christmas feast, 
a feast of the epiphany of God in human flesh and blood.  
After the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, Ordinary Time 
in the liturgical cycle begins. 

CALLING ALL BLOOD DONORS!! 
 
 
 
 
 

Currently, due to some insurance issues, Saint Anne’s 
is not able to “host” the bloodmobile — however, we 
would encourage our Blood Donors to continue to 
Give the Gift of Life!!  There is an urgent need for 
blood donations.   The Marsh Regional Bloodmobile 
will be parked in front of Virginia Middle School (just 
down the street from St. Anne’s—the corner of Euclid 
& Piedmont Ave.) on: 

Wednesday, January 13 
11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

 
You do need to schedule an appointment by calling 
423-990-0004 or go to: 
https://form.jotform.com/203635489594166 
   to schedule a time online to donate…. 
Tell them you are donating for St. Anne’s Catholic 
Church! 

Thank You!! 

 


