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Once again we begin the season of Advent, this time of 
preparation for Christ’s coming into the world on Christmas 
morning. But this is not the only arrival of Christ for which 
we can prepare.  He comes into our hearts at any time in 
any way.  He comes to us in the Eucharist.  We hope to be 
welcomed into His arms when we leave this world.  Finally, 
He will come again at the end of time. As we gather in His 
name, let us contemplate how we can prepare to receive 
Christ even when we least expect Him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Readings for this Week (Nov. 30—Dec. 5) 

MONDAY: (Feast: St. Andrew, Apostle) 
  Romans 10:9-18; Matthew 4:18-22 
TUESDAY: Isaiah 11:1-10;  Luke 10:21-24 
WEDNESDAY: Isaiah 25:60-10a; Matthew 15:29-37 
THURSDAY: (Memorial: St. Francis Xavier, Priest) 
  1 Cor. 9:16-19, 22-23; Mark 16:15-20 
FRIDAY:  Isaiah 29:1-24;  Matthew 9:27-31 
SATURDAY:  Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26;  Mt. 9:35,10:1,5a,6-8 

 
PRAYERS REQUESTED 

We ask your prayers for John Donlon, the father of 
Mark Donlon, who died recently in Ireland. Notes of 
sympathy may be sent to Mark & Amy at 465 
Arlington Ave., Bristol, VA 24201. 
 

HOLY HOUR of Eucharistic ADORATION 
Tuesday, December 1  from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

(after the 8:30a morning Mass) 
Enter thru side door to commons 

(facemask required) 
 
“ADVENT has a two-fold character, it is a time of 
preparation for the Solemnities of Christmas, in which 
the First Coming of the Son of God to humanity is 
remembered, and likewise a time when, by 
remembrance of this, minds and hearts are led to look 
forward to Christ’s Second Coming at the end of time.  
For these two reasons, Advent is a period of devout 
and expectant delight.”  

(Universal Norms for the Liturgical Year and the Calendar, 39). 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 The first reading this weekend gives us 
another beautiful image from the prophet Isaiah.  
It is the image of the potter and the clay.  The 
prophet presents an image of God as a potter and 
we are the clay in His hands.  It not only reminds 
us that God created us, it also reminds us that He 
created each of us with a vision.  He did not 
create us to find our own purpose, but He created 
each of us with a purpose that He will show us.  
Clay can be formed and reformed until it reaches 
perfection.  With God as the potter, there is no 
doubt that each of us has been formed to 
perfection.  We are formed to perfection, because 
we are created in the image and likeness of the 
potter.  We may not always reflect that image, 
but that is what we were created to be. 
 
 This has not always been a very popular 
image.  Modern philosophers such as Machiavelli 
and Descartes have tried to lead us away from the 
idea that we are created in anyone’s image.  
Machiavelli taught that what we become is 
nothing more than what we have made ourselves 
to be.  Descartes taught that everything we see 
with our eyes must be doubted and only what we 
see in our minds is real.  Both of these ideas were 
intended to empower humanity and lead us away 
from the belief that we need God. 
 
 The ideas of the modern philosophers 
were popular when they were first written and 
continue to have influence in our culture today.  
It can be very popular to think that we have the 
power to make ourselves whatever we want to be.  
There are those who would say that the image of 
us as clay in the potter’s hands only enslaves us 
to the will of another.  In any other case that may 
be true.  However, in this case the potter is the 
perfection of love.  He created us out of love and 
leads us to perfection by the work of His hands. 



 

First Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, Nov. 28  (Vigil: 1st Sunday of Advent) 
  5:30 p.m.  †Hedwig Meusen 
Sunday, Nov. 29  (First Sunday of Advent) 
  8:30 a.m.  †Tiffany Boggs and †Tyler Boggs 
11:30 a.m.  †Lou Pingo 
Tuesday, December 1 
  8:30 a.m.  †Lacy Denton 
Wednesday, December 2 
  8:30 a.m.  †Joe Kurre 
Thursday, December 3 
  6:00 p.m. †Vivian Meyer 
Friday, December 4 
  8:30 a.m.  †Lacy Denton 
Saturday, Dec. 5  (Vigil: 2nd Sunday of Advent) 
  5:30 p.m.  †Albert Verthien 
Sunday, Dec. 6  (Second Sunday of Advent) 
  8:30 a.m.  †Hedwig Meussen 
11:30 a.m.  Parishioners 
 
CONFESSIONS:  Tues. 5-6pm, Thurs.  5-5:30pm, 
                Saturday   3:30pm-4pm 
(Enter thru side door to the commons; confessions are in the 
church sanctuary stained glass section.  Face masks and 
social distancing is required in all St. Anne’s buildings.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for the tremendous support of our 
Thanksgiving outreach drive! We surpassed our 
goals and your kindness helped support the needs of 
many in our local community this Thanksgiving.  Saint 
Anne’s parishioners donated approximately $1500 in 
gift cards and in addition donated $1495 in monetary 
donations which enabled us to purchase additional gift 
cards.  May God bless you for your goodness!! 
 
 
 
 
 

Donations deposited 11/23 
(mail-in, drop-off, Masses Nov. 22/23) 

 Operating/Regular  $9,701 
 All Saints Holy Day  $     15 
 Military Archdiocese  $   113 
 Mission Cooperative  $   358 
 School 2nd Collection  $   188 

Upcoming December 2nd Collections: 
 St. Anne’s School (Dec. 5/6) 
 St Anne’s Social Ministry/outreach (Dec. 19/20) 
 Commonwealth Catholic Charities (Christmas) 

The Infancy Narratives 
Jesus of Nazareth 

By: Joseph Ratzinger Pope Benedict XVI 
Book Club resumes for an Advent book discussion 

The Tuesday Book Club will resume beginning this 
Tuesday, December 1, at 10:30 a.m. in the Brady 
Youth Center.  If you would like to join the book 
club, please contact Sydney at sydneyfarnum@stannes
-bristol.org or call 276-669-8200 ext. 32 to register and 
order your book.  If attending, please wear your mask.  
We will be sitting at a safe social distance. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation  
of Adults (and children) 

RCIA 
The preparations for Christmas include buying or 
making gifts for those whom we love. You can give no 
better gift than the gift that God has given to us:  his 
Son, Jesus.  Invite someone who is not Catholic to 
attend Mass with you.  If you want to know more 
about the Church and RCIA, please contact Sydney 
Farnum at sydneyfarnum@stannes-bristol.org or call 
276-669-8200 ext. 32. 
 
• Inquirers meet this Wednesday, December 2, 

5:45pm-7:15pm in the Great Room. 
 
• Mystagogy meets next Sunday, December 6, 

9:30am-11:10am in the Great Room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To You, I lift up my soul, O my God. 
In You, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame. 

Nor let my enemies exult over me; 
and let none who hope in You be put to shame. 
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Pope Francis’ December Prayer Intention 
For a life of prayer 

We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be 
nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Senior High Youth Ministry (Grades 9-12) 
Upcoming Schedule: 

• Nov. 29 — All SHYM virtual 
• 11th & 12th Grades—Lesson 8 (virtual) 
• 10th Grade—Lesson 7 (virtual) 

• Confirmation Class at BYC 
 6:00pm-7:30pm 

• 9th Grade—Lesson 6 (virtual) 

• Dec. 6 — All SHYM @ BYC 6:00pm-7:30pm 
• Don’t forget to wear your face mask! 

• Dec. 13 — All SHYM virtual 
• 11th & 12th Grades—Lesson 9 (virtual) 
• 10th Grade—Lesson 8 (virtual) 

• Confirmation Class at BYC 
 6:00pm-7:30pm 

• 9th Grade—Lesson 7 (virtual) 

Junior High Youth Ministry (Grades 7 & 8) 
Upcoming Schedule: 

• Nov. 29 — JHYM @ BYC 6:00pm-7:30pm 
• Don’t forget to wear your face mask! 

• Dec. 6 — JHYM virtual 
• Dec. 13 — JHYM in Great Room, 6:00-7:00pm 

• Dinner Night… Come Hungry! 
• Don’t forget to wear your face mask! 

 
 

St. Anne School Fundraiser  
Do you have a hobby or secret talent?  Are you 
interested in supporting St. Anne’s School?  St. Anne’s 
School is planning on hosting an online auction as a 
fundraiser, and are looking for talented individuals 
who are willing to help by gifting their talents or 
goods.  If you are interested or want more information, 
please contact Eileen Panasewicz at PTO@ 
stanneschoolbristol.org. 
 
 

THE WORD AMONG US 
During these challenging days of the pandemic, The Word 
Among us is offering complimentary access to daily 
readings/meditations at their website:  www.wau.org. 
 

CHRISTMAS OUTREACH 
Christmas is just around the corner!! Due to COVID 
restrictions we are not able to have our annual “Giving 
Tree” this year.  Also, many of the agencies we 
support at Christmas are unable to accept physical 
gifts.  We have decided to collect Gift Cards to give 
the agencies for them to use directly on the recipients.  
We are asking for $25 Walmart gift cards to be 
donated to the parish for distribution.  Gift cards are 
due in by December 16.  If you are unable to purchase 
the actual gift cards, but would like to make a 
monetary donation to St. Anne’s, we will then 
purchase Walmart gift cards with those donations.  
Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Christmas Poinsettia Memorials/Honorariums 
If you would like to make a donation toward our 
Christmas flowers in memory of or in honor of 
someone, please notify the office by December 21. 
These will be listed in our bulletin the weekend of 
December 26/27 (Holy Family). 
 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
 
Due to the pandemic restrictions/guidelines, and 
in order to allow the maximum number of seats 
while maintaining social distancing, this year 
attendance at our Christmas Masses will be— 

  BY RESERVATION ONLY. 
 

Mass times for the Holy  Day will be: 

Christmas Eve at 5 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 
Christmas Day at 11 a.m. 

We will livestream the 5 p.m. Mass and then it 
will be posted to our parish webpage (YouTube 
Channel and Facebook). 
 
For Reservations for Christmas Masses: 
Beginning December 1st —  
call the parish office at 276-669-8200 ext. 0 and 
speak with Rosie Mansfield.   We will need to 
know the Mass you plan to attend and the # in 
your household to be seated together. You will 
need to all arrive and enter the building together 
to be seated together, and you will need to arrive 
early so that everyone has been seated and Mass 
begins on time. 
 

Thank you for your  
understanding and cooperation! 



 

First Sunday of Advent 

Public Celebration of Mass: (Face Mask required!!) 
Masses: Saturday 5:30p & Sunday 8:30a & 11:30a 

  Weekday Masses: Tues./Wed./Fri. 8:30a; Thurs. 6p 
 All Masses (except 11:30) are livestreamed 
  Go to www.stannes-bristol.org and click 

on YouTube Live or Facebook Live links 
Weekends: enter @ double doors / parking lot. 

Weekday Masses: enter thru side door to commons. 

The Dispensation from the obligation  to attend Mass is 
still in effect until further notice. 
 
If you have been exposed (less than 6 ft. for more than 15 
minutes) to anyone who tested positive for COVID-19 or 
been exposed to someone with symptoms, or if YOU have 
any COVID symptoms... then please do NOT attend Mass, 
meetings etc. at the parish or school property.  
 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present  
in the Most Blessed Sacrament.    

I love You above all things and I desire  
to possess You within my soul.  

Since I am unable at this moment  
to receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as being already there,  
and unite myself wholly to You. Amen. 

Scripture for next Sunday (2nd Sunday/Advent) 

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
 Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Psalm 85 
 “Lord, let us see your kindness, 
   and grant us your salvation.” 
2 Peter 3:8-14 
 We await new heavens and anew earth. 
Mark 1:1-8 
 Make straight the paths of the Lord. 

Advent is a season of preparation and next Sunday’s 
readings emphasize our need to prepare for the Lord’s 
coming. But Isaiah also gives us words of comfort and 
hope. The Lord’s coming is a sign of God’s generosity. The 
2nd Letter of Peter tells us to conduct ourselves in holiness 
and devotion, echoing John the Baptist’s call for 
repentance. As we prepare the way of the Lord, let the word 
of God inspire us. 
 

St. Anne Catholic Church  - Contact Information 
      Pastor:  Fr. Chris Hess 
      350 Euclid Ave., Bristol, VA  24201 
          (276-669-8200)  (general voicemail ext. 0) 
          Webpage: www.stannes-bristol.org 
      Email: stannes@stannes-bristol.org 


