SAINT ANNE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
BRISTOL, VIRGINIA

December 10, 2017

Remember St. Anne’s in your Will and Trusts

() Second Sunday of
S(TADVENT

Mark’s Gospel begins by introducing us to John the Baptist,
who prepared the way to Jesus by calling people to
acknowledge their sins and receive a baptism of repentance.
Are we prepare to welcome Jesus into the world? To do so
properly, we need to acknowledge our sins and receive
forgiveness for the wrong we have done. As we celebrate
liturgy, let us keep in mind our failings and resolve to keep
Jesus in our minds and hearts as we interact with others.

iﬁREPARE

Readings for this week (Dec. 11-16)
MONDAY: Is. 35:1-10; Luke 5:1-26
TUESDAY: Zech. 2:14-17; Luke 1:39-47
WEDNESDAY:: Isaiah 40:25-31; Matthew 11:28-30

THURSDAY:  Isaiah 41:13-20; Matthew 11:11-15
FRIDAY: Isaiah 48:17-19; Matthew 11:16-19
SATURDAY: Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt. 17:9a, 10-13

Scripture for next Sunday
(3rd Sunday of Advent— Gaudete Sunday)

Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11

I rejoice heartily in the Lord.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

May you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved

blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
John 1:6-8, 19-28

There is one among you whom you do not recognize.
Some very important people in scripture give testimony next
Sunday. First, Isaiah testifies that God called him to share
good news to those in need. Then St. Paul testifies to the
expectations he has of the Thessalonians as he wraps up his
letter to them. Finally, John the Evangelist writes that John
the Baptist was sent to testify to the greatest news of all, the
coming of Jesus, so that all may believe.

REMINDER!!

e Our “second collections” are now taken up
immediately after the first regular collection
(during the Offertory/Preparation of the Gifts).
Upcoming 2nd collections in December are:

— this weekend, Dec. 9/10 (Social Ministry)
— Christmas Masses, Dec. 24/25 for
Commonwealth Catholic Charities

GIVING TREE GIFTS DUE IN
THIS WEEKEND!!!
(by 4 p.m. today—Sunday, Dec. 10)

FAMILY PROMISE OF BRISTOL

(St Anne’ s “hoeX)ting
Items are needed for Family Promise of Bristol. Please
bring in your items NEXT weekend, December 16/17.
Needed: (non-perishable items... cereals, crackers,

canned spaghetti, ravioli, juice drinks, etc.

If you would be willing to volunteer to help with our
hosting week, please contact Merylen Ott at spooky
bongomom@yahoo.com or call her at 423-573-4805.
Folks are needed to prepare meals, host early evening,
stay overnight, set up and clean up. THANKS!!

Please Take Note!!

e No morning Mass this Tuesday, Dec. 12 but there
WILL BE weekly Adoration from 9:15a-4:30p and
there WILL BE Confessions from 5-6p. Mass on
Tuesday will be the Spanish Mass for the Feast of Our
Lady of Guadalupe at 7 p.m., followed by a dinner in
the Great Room.

e No Confessions & No evening Mass this Thursday,
Dec. 14. ( Fr . Ni chol as wi ||
Kingsport for their Penance Service.)

Vietnamese Speaking Sponsor Needed!

If you speak Vietnamese, please consider being a
sponsor for a woman in RCIA who speaks
Vietnamese. She is a baptized Catholic and needs a
sponsor for her confirmation. The time commitment
will be several catechetical sessions on a Sunday
afternoon and standing with her at her confirmation
later this spring. If interested, please contact Sydney at
sydneyfarnum(@stannes-bristol.org or call 276-669-
8200 ext. 32.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: This Tuesday,
December 12, 9:15am-4:30pm. Please join us for an
hour of prayer and for Benediction at 4:30 p.m.

IRA owners (age 70 1/2 & older)

Please consider making a charitable donation from your
IRA to benefit our parish ministries through a gift to our
Endowment Fund. IRA owners age 70 1/2 and older can
direct gifts straight from an IRA to St. Anne’s Church
through the end of the year for a 2017 tax-year exemption.
The qualified gift up to $100,000 counts as a required
minimum distribution from an IRA and is excluded from
taxpayer income. Contact your IRA Administrator and tax
preparer for IRS compliance. Contact your St. Anne
Endowment Committee at donshawl@peakrestaurants.com
(phone 423-416-1208) or jtilley@bvu.net (phone 276-466-
2413) for more endowment information.




Second Sunday of ADVENT

CHRISTMAS GIFT
REMINDER

This weekend is the final
weekend you can return the
gifts you chose to buy from the
Christmas Giving Tree. If you
have not yet dropped your gifts
off in the commons, please do
so this weekend by 4 p.m. on
Sunday, December 10. We
will be sorting the gifts and
preparing for their delivery on
Monday morning.

Remember to return your gift in a gift bag, enclose
a Christmas card, and attach the ornament to the
outside of the gift bag. This is CRITICAL since
this is the only way we have of identifying which
gift goes to what person and agency. Thank you
again, St. Anne Parishioners for your generosity to
those who otherwise might not have any gifts to open
Christmas morning.

-
The Giving Tree

Prayer Shawl members are reminded of our regularly
scheduled gathering this Wednesday, December 13,
at 10am in the St. Vincent de Paul Center. New
members are always welcome to join us.

Parish Life Committee members are reminded of our
regularly scheduled planning meeting this
Wednesday, December 13, at 6:30 p.m. in the School
Conference Room. New members are always welcome
and appreciated!

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adultsd RCIA

o Catechumens & Candidates will meet this Wed.,
Dec. 13, in the Greatroom 6:30-8:00 p.m.

e Inquirers will meet in the office conference room.
Stop by the Greatroom for opening prayer at
6:30pm.

e Children’s RCIA will gather in the hallway by the
Greatroom at 6:30pm before going to class.

For more information about the RCIA, contact Sydney

Farnum at sydneyfarnum(@stannes-bristol.org or 276-

669-8200 ext. 32.

FRIENDSHIP CLUB: St. Anne’s Friendship Club
will meet on Thursday, December 21, at 11:30 a.m.
at the Cracker Barrel Restaurant (Exit 7). Please call
Gina Rossetti at 423-878-7827 by Tues., December 19
to reserve your spot for lunch.

Senior High Youth Ministry (Grades 9-12)
Dec. 10—Youth Group (BYC 6:00-8:00pm)

| ATruth and Freedo
e Dec. 17—Youth Group (BYC 6:00-8:00pm)

i AWhy do | have to
e Dec.24—NO SHYM

T Merry Christmas!
e Dec.31—NO SHYM

T Happy New Year!

Diocesan Youth Conference (DYC)
February 9-11, 2018

Diocesan Youth Conference weekend is held each year
to gather high school youth (Gr. 9-12) from all 145
parishes in our diocese. DYC is an energetic,
engaging, and awesome opportunity for teens to gather
as a larger Church community to celebrate the richness
of our Catholic faith.

Early Bird Deadline: December 19!

Cost: $100 (includes travel, lodging, meals)

Email silviel33@yahoo.com or call 276-494-5705

St. Anneds (
This Week’s Rehearsals....
Monday, Dec. 11 at 6:30p
Wed., Dec. 12 at 6:30p
Choir sings Dec. 17 at 11:30 Mass

Sl

Special Choir for Christmas Eve
Grades 2-8
Sing at the 5 p.m. Mass on
Sunday, Dec. 24
Only two rehearsals left!!
Wed., Dec. 13, 3:20pm
Wed., Dec. 20, 3:20pm

ADVENT!!

A good OPPORTUNITY to prepare your heart for the
coming of Jesus... Take advantage of the opportunity
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation!!

Confessions: Tues., Dec. 12, 5-6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 16, 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 21, 5-5:30 p.m.

Advent Penance Service: Tues., Dec. 19,

7 p.m.
Several priests will be here for individual
confessions at the conclusion of this service.
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Saturday, December 9 (Vigil: 2nd Sunday of Advent)

5:30 p.m. tBarb Fiala

Sunday, December 10 (2nd Sunday of Advent)
8:30 a.m. TStephen Vargo

11:30 a.m. fAudrey Wilson
2:00 p.m. Parishioners  (Spanish Mass)

Tuesday, December 12 (Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe)
7:00 p.m. no intention yet scheduled (Spanish Mass)

Wednesday, December 13
8:30 a.m. TSlawomir Lendzioszek

(no Mass on Thursday this week)

Friday, December 15
7:30 a.m. “special intention”

Saturday, December 16 (Vigil: 3rd Sunday of Advent)
5:30 p.m. tRegina C. Finan

Sunday, December 17 (3rd Sunday of Advent—Gaudete)

8:30 a.m. tCarl Shumate
11:30 a.m. TDiane Blackburn
2:00 p.m. Parishioners  (Spanish Mass)
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Collection Report (Nov. 25/26 and Dec. 2/3)

Regular/Operating $11,276.00 (Nov. 24/26)
Regular/Operating $13,252.00 (Dec. 2/3)
School 2nd Collection $ 5,397.25

E-Giving (Nov. 17-30)

Regular/Operating $3,740.
All Saints Holy Day $ 10.
School 2nd Collection $ 230.

2nd Collection this weekend (Dec. 9/10) for St. Anne’s
Social Ministry/Outreach. Second collection at Christmas
Masses (Dec. 24/25) for Commonwealth Catholic Charities.
The 2nd Collection is now being taken up immediately
following the regular operating collection at Mass.

Financial Peace University (Dave Ramsey course)
Financial Peace University (FPU) is a 9-week biblically
based program on money management. You will learn how
to get out of debt, build wealth for your retirement, and give
generously. On average, families save $2300 and pay $5700
in debt in just the first 90 days. The class will begin on
January 22, 2018. For more information, please contact
parishioner Mark Donlon at donlonknoxville@aol.com, or
423-335-1001.

This Week in Adult Faith Formation:

Sunday, Dec. 10:

e Sunday Morning Adult Religious Education, 9:45am
-11:00am in the greatroom. “Eucharist-Discovering
the Mass in the Bible” by Brant Pitre. Session Four-
Miracles of Exodus: Manna and Waterd Part 2

Monday, Dec. 11:

e Monday Adult Faith Formation 1:00pm-2:30pm in
the St. Vincent de Paul Center. True Reformers: Saint
Thomas More: The Age of the Author

Tuesday, Dec. 12:

e Book Club—Jesus of Nazareth, the Infancy
Narratives by Pope Benedict XVI, 10:30am-11:30am
in the St. Vincent de Paul Center.

e Tuesday Evening Scripture Study, 6:30pm-8:00pm
in the St. Vincent de Paul Center. Mary, Queen of
Heaven

Wednesday, Dec. 13:

o Little Rock Scripture Study, “Letters from Prison”
1:00pm-2:30pm in the St. Vincent de Paul Center.

e RCIA at 6:30 p.m. in the Greatroom.

For more information about any of the above programs,
email sydneyfarnum(@stannes-bristol.org or call 276-669-
8200 ext. 32.

Next Sunday, Dec. 17, in Sunday Morning Adult
Religious Education Class (SMARE) Session Five—
Mysteries of the Tabernacle: The Bread of the
Presence—Part 1. Join us in the Greatroom any
Sunday at 9:45am for SMARE.

Prayer Group meeting this week:

e Wednesday, Dec. 13, 2:45pm-3:45pm, in the
Saint Vincent de Paul Center. All are invited to
attend. No preparation, no cost. Join us for an hour
of prayer!

Lighthouse Catholic Media
CDoftheweek: M The Tr ue
of Chri

Countless souls all over the world have been inspired
by the books, tapes, homilies, retreats, and television
series of Venerable Fulton J. Sheen. This digitally
mastered presentation combines classic recordings of
his timeless reflections on the meaning of the
incarnation of Jesus, mixed with Gregorian chant and
seasonal music. It is sure to become a family favorite!
Find this CD and many others at the CD display on the
table in the commons. A $3.00 donation per CD
enables us to restock with new titles. Thank you!

Me ani
st maso



Second Sunday of ADVENT

DON’T MISS OUT!!
Since we no longer have oral announcements before
Masses, it is important to stay informed by reading our
weekly bulletin... if you forget to take home a bulletin,
go to our parish website at www.stannes-bristol.org
and click on the bulletin on the main web page!

And speaking of bull eti
Due to the publisher’s holiday schedule, any items for
our December 24th bulletin need to be in to the parish
office NO LATER THAN 4 p.m. next Sunday,
December 17. Leave items on voicemail at 276-669-
8200 ext 0 or email stannes@stannes-bristol.org.

Respect Life Essay & Video Contest! This year’s
theme is “Hu manae Vitae.
recent cultural, event, movement from the last year and put
that in conversation with a selected passage from the 1968
Humane Vitae encyclical and ask: “ How does
stand as a sighn
college-age students can participate by submitting a video.
High School students may also enter the essay contest (500
words or less). Entries due by January 15 to the diocese at
www.cdremfl.org/respectlife/respectlifecontest/.

Addresses: Fr. Stephen Opoku-Boaheng, St. Matthew’s
Catholic Church, 3314 Sandra Lane, Virginia Beach,
23464....Fr. Kevin Segerblom, St. Andrew’s Catholic
Church, 631N. Jefferson St., Roanoke, VA 24016.

The 4th Sunday of Advent is Dec. 24 (which is also
Christmas Eve!). Catholics are obligated to attend
ags for the 4th Sunday/Advent AND for the
hristmas Holy Day of Obligation. We will have
ONE MASS ONLY for the 4th Sunday/Advent — the
Vigil Mass Sat., Dec. 23, 5:30 p.m. in the Parish Life

Center. 4th Sunday of Advent Masses on Sunday Dec. 24
will be celebrated at St. D
9: 30a, & in Spanish at 12:

at 8a, 10a & in Spanish at 12N. (CTK/Abingdon will NOT
have Sunalfay a.t m. Mass Dec. 24, just a vigil Mass on Sat..)
a er .
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Christmas Holy Day Masses here will be:

t i e SundayyDegember 24 (Christmas Eve)
oGradesc7elhdnd a d i c tSipam, 8 p.ond @nyl 12 Midnight

(music begins 30 minutes prior to Mass time)
« Monday, December 25 (Christmas Day)
10 a.m. and a Spanish Mass at 1 p.m.



